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Introduction.

The church of Christ has been made simple for any ordinary person on the street to can fit in it. It has never been made complicated. But we have complicated the bit and pieces of what we call our local churches.

What do I mean?

Look at the format of our churches today and tell me can we really do justice of growing real Disciples of Christ in these formats.

“Go Ye into the whole world and make people disciples” Matt 28: 19 Jesus never said “Go Ye into the world and make crazy dancers or crazy Christians in your localities with less spiritual in-depth”

A. The types of churches we have created.

1. Turbo Charged churches.

These churches are vibrant fast growing churches and ministries that do not care how they grow. They grow from allover with all kind of people, inclusively backsliders, backbiters, and fighters with their previous pastors, non-tithers yet spontaneous show off offering. They are lead by less sensitive pastors who do not have a spirit of discernment as to discern the kind of the growth they are leading.  The church is money oriented more than holiness oriented.
Characteristics of this church.

· They do not emphasize any holy living.
· They emphasize giving and prosperity in the material possessions.

· They are happy when they see many cars of the people that have come to church. 

· Their understanding of a growing church is many cars out side in the church yard that is how they measure a fast growing spirit filled church.
THE DANGER OF THIS CHURCH. 
· The pastor must be a good driver if he is not; the church is going to capsize. Hence we experience so many splits nowadays, because the church is turbo charged. Meaning it is running and growing at a high speed without some precautions taken.

· There are no general church meetings and financial report. The pastor has the final word with some few individuals.

PRECAUTIONS LIKE

· What kind of materials are you using as you build the body of Christ? Are you not using people that have run away from their pastors because of the spirit of rebellion? That very same spirit is going to manifest very soon if it has not yet manifested in your church. Some are already crying in their hearts as you start to notice those elements in your church. Paul says “Be careful how you build” our work is going to be tested by fire.
· Lesbians and gays might be hiding in such turbo charged churches; these might be other materials that are being used being unaware as they target your members to destroy them morally.
2. Digital Charged Churches.

This is the kind of the church that everything in this church is digital and they think they are best.
What do I mean?

· The pastor preaches out of the laptop which is not sin to do so.
· The songs are sung from the big screen and from a laptop and projector, which also is not sin and in fact that is very good for all to participate in worship.
· Most of the songs are Hill songs highly Americanized, I wonder where do we leave our old folks in this situations.

· The Sound system is highly sophisticated worth more than R100.000. That is very good if only we would still have a budget for the needy in this church. Let us not only sing without taking care of the needy in the church [social care ministry]
· The pastor uses tie microphone or cordless microphone. 
· The services are recorded and video taped and the cassettes and DVD’s are ready for sale immediately after the church.

· Highly professional figures and political figures are seen in this church celebrities which is not sin, they need to be reached too with the gospel of Jesus Christ; they should appear just to make my church famous without them knowing the Lord.
· The medium of instruction is strictly English yes interpretation is allowed even if there are no whites and other people from central, East and West Africa. “The Church is English Conditioned”
· Demons are being cast out in English not in Setshonga and any other Vernacular languages.

IS THERE ANYTHING WRONG WITH THIS CHURCH
· Absolutely nothing is wrong from this type of the church in  exception of  some few points
· If load shedding takes place, the service will be so poor and no activeness that we use to see.

· If there power cut is announced in advance early in the morning or a day before, attendance dwindles. Their entire worship depends on digitalization in the church. Players of instruments also will be absent.
· These people are spell bound by digitalization means more than Holy Spirit bound.

· The devil will be bound in the event of electricity cut during the main service. “Satan we bind you in the name of Jesus, release that electricity” as if the devil work for Eskom or has done any courses in electricity. 
· Giving automatically is going to be affected by poor attendance.
3. Diesel CHARGED Churches.

· Slow druggy church that seems to have no life in it, as perceived by the turbo charged churches.

· Growth is quite druggy, same people for more than 5 years. They are now old that they cannot move forward with new ideas.

· They go to church because that is their tradition, and they feel good if they are from the church.

· Giving is quite druggy too, and the preaching makes people to sleep. 

· People do visit and soon disappear, as there are no innovations for transformation.

· No emphases on the Holy Spirit let alone praying for the sick.

· The pastor salary comes from few individuals and family pledges.

· No evangelism strategies for the growth of the church.

THE DANGER OF THIS CHURCH.

· If nothing is done with this situation this church will soon be sold to Mapostolo [Traditional Apostolic Churches]
· In England such churches their buildings are left without people. These building are then sold to funeral parlours [undertakers] as it is happening also in South Africa. In Soweto we have such churches that are already bought by funeral parlours that provide services for their unchurched clients as they call it a full package. [Comprehensive package] or the church will be bought by the Universal church.
· In England you find Anglicans and Baptists merging together because they cannot maintain two buildings, the other building will be sold.
· The church service takes not more than one hour, everything inclusive.
Is this your church and why is it like that?
4. Westernized Charged Churches.
Here almost all of our churches are trapped. Our own African traditional way of worshipping God is MISSING, also it is called paganism.
Go anywhere amongst our churches 98 % of our order of service is western. 

· Choruses are the order of the day and no hymns that are being sung. Let alone in Setswana of any vernacular languages.
· English is the order of the day, even demons are being cast out in English not in Setswana, Ndebele and Zulu.
· When the Americans pay us a visit, they learn nothing from us, as we do our services their own ways as our songs are in English as we say we accommodate our brothers, and hear me well that is not sin.
· Westernization is not Christianity, as our preaching also is so westernized and copied from their tapes, videos and DVD’s.

· We have many T.D. Jakes and Miles Monroe’s’ from the Bahamas in our preaching’s. We do not copy our own African great men and women of God across this vast continent of South Africa. Figures like the late Rev Maloka and others.
· We do not have your uniqueness as called by God in your preaching but we hear lot of copy –catting that takes place.

This practice truly must come to an end; introduce God in our African context where everyone will understand God as the God of the African too. In the Antioch when Paul and Barnabas were set aside in order to go as missionaries,  amongst the prophets and teachers of the church of Antioch were Simeon called Niger [called “the black man” Lucius from Cyrene. Cyrene is in Africa [Acts 13:1-3] these men blessed Paul and Barnabas for the Work of the Lord.
These two men were from Africa fully involved in the early church, putting their hands upon Paul and Barnabas as they were send out on the First Missionary Journey. 

God never said to this church, please do not use these black people. The church grew in leaps and bounds through the blessings and involvement of the God of the African too. Why do we miss our own people and like to stay with a different culture? God is in Africa and amongst the African too. Get rid of all the African ways that are not godly such as worshipping of ancestors. But praying in Setswana and Sesotho, Ndebele and Setshonga is not sin. “Unkulunkulu wa semandulo” 

5. Super market Charged Churches.

This is indeed a spirit of competition in our local churches. 

The way we advertise ourselves as a church, this is a way of trying to say to others our church is better than your church.
The ways and the means in which the pastor is conducting himself; seeking to drive a better modern car [Which is not sin] but it becomes sin if that car will put you in debts that you cannot afford paying your installments. Then the pastor will do his level best to call for offering as to bail himself from loosing the car that I call “Idolization of this world materialism” because I do want to be like other servants of God because my God is Rich.
Instead of us winning souls for Jesus we concentrate on whose church is bigger than whose? God is the one who builds the church as he has promised in his Word that “Upon this Rock I shall build my church” Matt 16:18. We are always intimidated by other fast growing turbo charged ministries that we start copying even the wrong things done in these churches or ministries.
The growth of the church depends entire upon our:

· Faithfulness in the Word of God.
· Our dedication in what he has said we must do.

· Our obedience in all what we have being commanded by God.

· Our prayerful life that will yield lot of dividends after much toil.

God knows the heart that I have and how much load can I carry without becoming proud.

The one driving a small car is not less important than the one who drive a big truck. The important thing is that you need to concentrate on your driving whether a small car or a big car. For if you fail to concentrate, you will capsize with a small car and also capsize with a big Car. Big trucks drivers, please stop hooting and pushing away small cars drivers out of the road. Small cars drivers stop looking down upon your selves, move forward through hard work as you apply for a bigger code.

Be careful the ministry belongs to God and you are in a tunnel, and all those people that you are leading, must be taken through the tunnel of this world of problems to the either side of the tunnel which is heaven. I wonder how many will go through from your side? Take care you must never make a ship wreck of your ministry.

THE CHURCH THAT I PERSONALLY RECOMMEND TO YOU FOR 2009
Which church will stand the test of time after having analyzed and criticized all these churches?
My humble submission to the ministers of the Word called out ones to serve the Super Almighty God. Men and Women of God called by God rightfully so, Your church should be a church of God’s heart and not of Men’s heart.
“Upon this Rock I shall build my Church” Math 16:18 as I qualify my stand.
1.  Your church must be prayer conditioned.
Where there is prayer there is no boasting since prayer is hard work. I have never heard any pastor who boasted that he was praying more than other pastors. Prayer goes with fasting and humility.
Jesus’ ministry was saturated with prayer from the beginning until the end as prayer safe guards us from pride and self esteem. Prayer helps us to handle our own brothers in the Lord who are not praying and how we can wisely handle our enemies which are the enemies of the cross.
Luke 22: 41-53 Jesus illustrated practically the power of prayer:

 He said to his disciples “Pray so that you should not fall in to temptations” temptations will always be there, but then the issue is that we should not fall into these temptations. One writer said “You cannot stop the birds flying over your head, but you can stop the birds from sitting on your head” temptations are always there. To boast is also another kind of temptation. Rather teach us the secret of your success rather than criticizing us in our failures.
· This was a temptation of fighting for themselves.

· A temptation of denial, denying Jesus as their Lord.

· A temptation of following Jesus at a distance. 
· A temptation of forgetting who they were lost of identity.
Jesus made it very clear as he wanted to protect his brothers; from the enemies by asking this question “Whom do you want?” The answer from the enemies was very clear “Jesus of Nazareth” Jesus responded by saying “Here I am” they all fell down. There were no ushers here to catch those who were falling. Jesus never acted like Adam and Eve as they blame shifted the problem from one person to another and from a person to a snake. 

Then Jesus further said “Since you are looking for me let these others go” John18:8. Jesus was protective to his disciples.
Jesus was considerate about the weak ones, but what about us today when God uses you, you are untouchable and you do not regard other servants of God as called. This is another level of pride which is called arrogance. This is an A class pride or a Distinction pride. Or a subtle pride [very dangerous] pride
Jesus further healed the chopped Malchus ear. Luke 22: 51. Jesus because of prayer life he was able to restore a chopped ear of his enemy to its rightful position. Prayer Conditioned?  Is your church prayer conditioned or Pride conditioned?
2. The church must be compassionate conditioned.
Whether it is one of the above mentioned and criticized churches as long you can be compassionate conditioned as Jesus was compassionate In his ministry here on earth. Jesus reached every person and never looked down upon the poor. Jesus healed the lepers as he healed the blind the same.

When people stood in front of the hurting and the wounded Jesus stopped and called the blind to him for healing. When Zacchaeus   was marginalized because of his past life, Jesus was able to stop and commanded him to come down and had a walk to freedom with Zacchaeus. 

Jesus through his compassionate heart he fed the multitude.

· Do we have the social care program in our churches?

· Do we really care for the people or we care for ourselves? Also as pastors. Ezekiel 34 the entire chapter speaks about shepherds who care less about the flock.

3.  Finally the church must be Care conditioned.
Care means we really care for the people that came to our churches as Jesus cared for everyone. Care means we help in any ways to make the people feel accepted. We need to have some program to include the needy in our midst as Jesus said “the poor you shall have always”
The thing that shall keep the people coming to God is when the people receive a first class care from us as a church.  We need to practice a care that goes with love as care cannot be separated from love. Love in full understanding and meaning. The love that embraces beyond any human limitation. The love in five dimensions: 

1. The love of the eyes =when you see the bad condition of the people.

2. The love of the heart= unless you are disturbed within your heart, you cannot respond to any problem that you see. Seeing must affect the heart feeling. The HIV/Aids condition of our people.
3. The love of the feet= when you take an action step forward to assist.

4. The love of the hands= when you will use whatever you have in your hands to help the needy.

5. The love of the mouth= you must say something to others to solve the problem around their situation or the situation of the people around you.

Scripture references:

1. Remember the father of the prodigal son. Luke 15.17-21
· He first saw the boy. = love of the eyes.

· Then he loved him and was compassionate towards the boy= love of the heart
· He then run towards the boy= The love of the feet.

· Then he hugged the boy= that was the love of the hands.

· Finally he kissed the boy= love of the mouth not only did he kissed the boy but he also gave instructions through his mouth for as he called for a celebration.
2. Remember the Good Samaritan. Luke 10:30

· He saw the dying man= love of the eyes. He never ignored what he saw.

· He was touched in his heart= this was love the heart.

·  He then stopped to offer assistance;= this is love of the feet. Stopped his journey for the person who was dying.

· He then took all what he had with his hands and help the dying person= love of the hands. He further took the wounded man to the inn carried him from the ground to his donkey by using his hands.

· He said to the inn owners “Please do your level best to care for this person, and any extras I will pay when I come back” paraphrased by me. This is the love of the mouth committing himself to the course of this person.
C. CONCLUSION

May the good Lord richly bless us as we intend starting a new year with all the resolution already set aside by each and every local Church in your locality. Stop to be selfish and start serving the world. You are not only called for your little corner, but God has called you to the entire world. This is your Jerusalem, but then Judea, Samaria and the rest of the world is still waiting for you. 
I am afraid the pace that you are using is very slow for you to can reach other places in this world before Jesus comes back.
Humbly submitted by Pastor Vusimusi John Sigudla
SHARON BAPTIST CHURCH [PAMPIERSTAD NORTHERN CAPE] KIMBERLEY
May you have a most prosperous year full of God’s blessings and insight for his work until Jesus Christ come and find you still faithful in his work. 
[VOORSPOEDIGE NUWE JAAR]
PAGE  
3
Critical analysis of the church of Christ today.doc by Rev V.J. Sigudla

