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Do not go to war without the advice of others.
Proverbs 20: 16-18

Introduction.

The entire Bible is full of war and the language of war and peace for after war then come peace. Men and women in the Bible times were fully engaged in war more than in peace agreements.
WHAT IS WAR?
War is a serious fighting that can cause one to loss his/her dear spiritual and physical life.

War leaves many people with pains and sorrow.

War is merciless and all out to destroy the esteem of the people.

War is dangerous as it leaves behind utter hatred and deep division.

War do not care who you are and therefore for you to come out of this war save, you need to consult.

War is multi-facets meaning it affects the entire life of a person physical reaction, mental capacity, emotional set-up and spiritual capabilities. 

1. TYPES OF WAR. [Battle]
2. Political war.
3. Economical war that affects the lives of people.

4. Work related which is called industrial war.

5. Family war.

6. Church war[ ecclesiastical war]

7. Spiritual individual war.

8. Mental war

9. Emotional war

10. Personal war.

11. Ministerial war. [ to have a ministry is a war]

No battle is easy and no battle will be easy. The solution to any battle is to know your enemy and to have the right weapons towards your enemy.
Some examples:

 IN FOOTBALL OR SOCCER
The clubs study each other’s tactics and movement through videos.

The clubs do visit and watch another club playing in order to follow the move of that particular club. Thorough practice is needed for winning the match. War is a match that is geared to overcome you.
 IN BOXING
The opponent will study the fights of another fighter or champion closely as to understand the strong points and the weak points of the opponent.

Consultations will be made as to ensure wise move and good tackle when possible. The devil also is studying your movements and he know exactly were to find you while relaxing. Resting and relaxing are two different situations. Resting means you are gaining more strength, while relaxing has to do with disengaging from serious war.
IN WRESTLING.

The same procedure is followed in order to understand your opponent and enemy tactics. Psalm 18: 18-20 Tswana & English.
3. THE CHRISTIAN BATTLE

This is quite a vast field of war, as it starts with you as an individual Christian getting your sure footing or creep on your Christianity. From the sure foundation, you need to attend to your attitudes towards:
· Other Christians.

· Your family members and relatives

· Your neighbours 

· Your co-workers

· Your Spiritual co-workers most important.

· Your sincerity with your God.

· Wrestling with the spiritual gifts that God has given you.

· Coming to terms with all attacks from the evil one.

· Knowing exactly what field God is calling you too.

· Armaments of war that you are going to be using such as; 

· The thorough working knowledge of the Scriptures.

· Your constant prayer life.

· Your constant holy living
· Your attitude towards other servant of God.

· The understanding of the kingdom that you are serving.

· The clear understanding to terms and conditions which is the Bible of the kingdom that you are serving to be more precise.

· To understand what it takes to serve God in this unfriendly world of much criticism.

· To have knowledge that to live and to die is one of the price of serving God. [Martyrdom]

4. WHERE TO SEEK ADVICES?
It is very important to know the right places for advice seeking.
Going to the wrong people will result in getting wrong advices.

You need to go to the following sources for good advices:

1. THE RELIABLE SOURCE OF ADVICE IS THE BIBLE. Revelation 1:3-4
· Here you will study how men and women of God conducted themselves as they did ministry. 

· Here you will learn the mistakes committed by men and women of God.

· Here you will learn how the same God of yesterday today and forever dealt with his servants in their mistakes and in their obedience.
· Here you will hear God himself speaking to you and giving you the right direction for your ministry before you get other advices.

· Here you will learn the fear of the Lord.

2. Here you will learn to know the constitution that you are going to be using as your serve your God.

· SECONDLY READ GOOD BOOKS.
· Not all books written on the market places are good for you. 

· Some are written under severe stress.

· Some are written as personal expression of an individual opinion.

· Some are written to emphasize a wrong doctrine that protects an individual.

· Some are written to share how God saw them through some difficult situations and not really paving a principle that God will do the same to everyone. E.g. how God fought for one person against robbers, the method he used by sending police who were patrolling. In you case there might not be police patrolling around your place, but God can send something else in his own discretion.
· Some books are written under war how the pastor signed from a church because of war of misunderstanding. Here the pastor will vamp out his dissatisfactions and demons controlled churches and deacons that have turned to be demons.

Thus read good books that will assist you to be wiser in your calling rather than wasting you time with books that will incite you with hatred.

3. CONSULT MEN AND WOMEN OF GOD WHO WALKED THEIR TALKS.

Remember the old prophet in the Bible who killed the young prophet. Not all servants of God did what God wanted them to do. Some have greatly disappointed God in many ways that is why God had to say “I am so sorry why I made man” Gen 6:6
There are men and women who were tried heavily by God such as Job and they came out from those testing clean 2 Chronicles 32: 31-32
God test us with prosperity 

God test us through hunger

God test us through submission

God test us through sickness

God test and the devil tempt, let it be very clear and a clear distinction between the two. 

Testing has to do with your integrity, while tempting has to do with your sinning against God.

Broken integrity brings shame and change of plan from God concerning your life.

While sinning changes everything that God had for you to serve him. You cannot serve God as a sinner as, you need to repent.

But a broken integrity will allow God to give you yet another chance [test] to pass your failed test. While sin lead to yet another sin.

· Remember how Jeroboam consulted both young and old advices and ended up taking advices from one camp and rejected advices from another camp. It was his choice, he did the good thing of consulting, but then he made a mistake of choice and the kingdom was missed.
· Remember Simpson was advised by his parents and he rejected the advice. What happened thereafter was more than painful. He missed God’s mark and died with his enemies. We are not called to die with God’s enemies, but we have been called to rescue people from their sin.

CONCLUSION.
It is our responsibility to seek God’s face always as we are faced with a non-stop attacks from the devil our enemy. God is forever able to give us victory over our enemy no matter what circumstances we are going through.
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