23.7. JACOB PERSONAL INTERPRETATION OF GOD.

GENESIS 35:1-
1. INTRODUCTION.

For an active Christian victory it is necessary to take stock of what God has done in your life.

The testimony of the goodness of God in your personal life is most important.

Knowing God means the ability to speak about his greatness in your personal life.

Knowing God does not only mean reading and believing what the Bible says about God, but it is beyond that it is a personal testimony about:

What God has done for you?
What God is doing for you on the daily basis?
It is about how you respond to daily challenges based on God dependency.

it further than having heard about God, but this has to do with your deep conviction about the presence of God in your life during any period you go through good or bad.

2. JACOB’S ACCOUNT ABOUT HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD.

This is how Jacob knew the greatness of God.

We must not forget the back ground of this Jacob and how he came to know God.

Your past history or back ground in life is very important to help you as an individual to understand where God took you.

Once one understood that you are what you are because of the goodness and grace of God then you will be more than humble to depend upon God.

The experience that I have should be the one that will instill more trust in God rather than self dependency because of my academic achievements and world status that are there temporarily.

3. HOW DID JACOB VIEW GOD?
1. He viewed God as a holy God where people were suppose to cleanse themselves before him.

2. He viewed God as someone who is supposed to approach with a clean heart.

3. He viewed God as someone who answers personal prayers made to him under any circumstances.

4. Jacob knew God as someone who stayed with him wherever he has gone.
· Christian walk is full of challenges.

· Christian walk has all the up’s and  downs’

· Christian walk has all the outside interpretations by both Christians and non- believers who interpret your personal life. There are all out there with red pens resizing you according to their own assessment whether good assessment or bad assessment.

· Christian walk I repeat is a great challenge to all individual Christian.

· Christian walk is full of individual mind bombarding by the enemy himself, he will show you how unfair and unspiritual other Christians are.

· He will show you how selfish and unspiritual your pastor is of late.

· He will show you how useless it is serve God under the heavy circumstances of poverty that you are going through.

· How show you as an individual how neglected you are by the pastor and congregation in spite of all the dedication you once had for the church.

But Jacob knew that God was able to answer him in all his difficult times, deep distress.

4. KNOWING GOD WILL MAKE YOU TO KEEP YOUR PROMISES TO HIM.

Here was Jacob on his way back to his family left behind when he was running away.

He was confronted by God at Bethel, and it was here where he made promises to God that if God can do the following: Genesis 28: 

· Keep me safe in my journey.

· Provide food for me in this journey.

· Cloth me in this journey 

Then I [personal commitment] will make you my God.

I [Jacob] will build the house of prayer in this place.

His knowledge about God encouraged him to do exactly what he promised God.

Even when he was now very rich, the knowledge about the goodness of God made him to keep his promises.

5. CONCLUSION
Surely you cannot be faithful to God and loose the chance of allowing God to talk to you.

When God talks he always gives instructions.

When God talks he always blesses.
When God talks he always talk life giving messages
When God talks, he always gives assurances to those he talk too.

When we obey what God talks to us with, we will always be blessed and successful.
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