MANY ARE CALLED BUT FEW ARE CHOSEN
JUDGES 7:1-8
Matt 

Preacher: Rev V.J. Sigudla

Date: 03 May 2009
1. INTRODUCTION.
Christian life is a serious battle.

In a battle there are those who causes own goals.

In a football match there are those who cause their own goals.

In the company situations there are those who cause in house burglary or robbery.

In a political party there those who cause the destabilization of a party.

In the house of the Lord there those who causes serious harm to the house of the Lord.

Such examples:

1. King Saul wanted to kill David

2. Joab killed Absalom

3. Absalom wanted to dethrone his Father David

4. Peter denied Jesus

5. Judas Iskariot sold Jesus for 30 pieces of silver.

6. Samson played with the anointing that God gave him etc.

2. THE BATTLE DURING THE TIME OF GIDEON.

In order to avoid the people that would discourage others in a serious battle, God had to intervene with the whole set up.

· I believe the 32000 soldiers were all well trained.

· They were well and procedurally chosen from the many that were there.

· They signed a contract of understanding that they were going to fight for the nation.

· The nation had confidence in them that they were the best troops to can represent them at the battle.

· I believe they were all well built and met all the requirements of being soldiers of the hour.

In spite of all the qualification they have shown God had his last word on this battle arrangement.

God never spoke to each and every soldier, but God spoke to his servant Gideon about the entire situation.

God’s speaking:

· Tell all the soldiers that are ready to go that they are many and those who want to go home; I the Lord I am allowing them to make that choice of going home.
Our God is the God of choice, allowing people to make a choice concerning their lives.

God is not forcing any person to do whatever she/ he does not want to do.

Our God is a gentle God of whom we cannot cheat.

The choice however remains within an individual to go further or to remain behind.

Gathered here all of us, does not guarantee that God has approved of us all of us as pleasing to him.

These soldiers gathered here are not all suitable to go the serious and real battle as God would want.

It is the work of God to see to it that he does the sifting of all these soldiers until he gets the right soldiers.
After the soldiers were given a choice 22,000 soldiers decided to go home.

Bear in mind that they were already out there in the field ready to defend Israel.

What a catastrophe for the soldiers that were not ready to fight were all there 22,000.

God is never too late and too early, he knew what he is doing. 

· 10,000 remained and everyone would have said these are the cream of the soldiers.

· But still God was not happy and convinced about the remaining soldiers.

· God spoke to Gideon again saying “these soldiers are too many, take them to the river were are will help you to select the right ones to proceed”

· Make them to drink water, and those who will drink water like dogs put them aside.

· And those that will lie down with their stomach and drink water without looking up also put them aside.

· God testing is far beyond our testing.

· God is busy testing us day after day and many are failing God’s test.

· If you have failed God’s test you cannot go to the next level of promotion.

3.TYPES OF TESTING.

· Giving testing.
· Obedience testing.

· Failure to listen to his voice.

· Fasting testing.

· Failure to study God’s word.

· Failure to share the gospel.

· Failure to reprimand your children. Etc.

Out of this test only 300 succeeded to proceed. Whereas 9,700 failed the test.

They had to go back home and joined the 22,000 soldiers that made their own choice to go back at the first testing.

Christianity means a group of us inside a testing tunnel that takes us to heaven.

In this tunnel, there are black out of lights.

In this tunnel, there are cars hooting.
In this tunnel, there are ‘Mamanthana’s’

In this tunnel, there are night hawks.

In this tunnel, there are deafening unknown sounds.

In this tunnel, there is dripping water from above.

In this tunnel, there are those who discourage others from continuing.

In this tunnel, there are those who go back and say there is no light in this tunnel.

The Scripture says “those that will endure to the end shall be saved” Matt

 Which one are you in this tunnel?

We need to be careful whatever we do in the tunnel, for our lives depends entirely from God, and be careful that you do not miss heaven because of all the deafening voices of discouragement you pick up in this tunnel.
Only 300 qualified to go to the battle, what about the rest.

4. CONCLUSION.
What about us, are we going to make for heaven?

Who are the 300 among us that would be used by God to fight the battles?

Are in the first 22,000 who were called and not chosen?

Or are you in the 9,700 who were called but returned almost near the battle field?

Or are you the remaining 300 who were called and also chosen to serve God with all their hearts.

 ZAMBIAN REPORT.
1. Thanks for the prayers you made for me.

2. Topography [soil] of the country. 

3. The land is tired, lot of soil erosion took place and there are no roads because of soil erosion. Small cars cannot drive in those roads. When it has heavily rained, the streets will be flooded with water and there will be no church.
4. The economy.

5. The economy of the country is very low and poor. People are literally suffering, due to this economy there are no jobs for almost 90% of the people of Zambia. The Zambian Air Ways is no longer operational due to finances.

6. The people of Zambia and life as a whole.

It is very pathetic situations were people have no jobs. They survive by selling whatever they find in their disposal. They sell charcoal made out of burned trees, thus causing yet another problem of destruction of vegetation. This will result in soil erosion and floods. They sell vegetables and sugar canes. They sell second hand clothes. They sell old scrap metals. They sell chickens, birds, and little puppies [dogs] HIV/Aids is very high and affect the church as many members are HIV/aids positive from their past lives.
Poverty is the highest thus causes crime and unfaithfulness in all respects.

There is no stability in politics since the government is not delivering for its subjects.[people] There are lot of foreigners from around Zambia, viz Congo DRC, Zimbabwe, Malawi, Chinese, Libernies etc.  
7. The church and religion.

The church is saved and loves the Lord very much. There are no people working in the churches, they are also affected by political and economical set up. In the church were I was, there are only three people working. There is no income and the pastor survives through his children who are married and working. Professions are not recognized since there are no jobs for the very people that are professionals. Little kids are looking after their siblings since their mothers and father are allover looking for the way of survival for the family. 
 The Living Water Baptist Church is gathering in a very small church equivalent to our Shanty. They have put up a structure that can accommodate 400 people which need a roof that causes R48, 000.00. 
5. Conclusion.

It is indeed a serious situation that needs much of our prayers and giving towards these situations. We can give second and new clothes for the church first and there after they can set up a store to sell for a living as a church.

We can give towards the roof of the church, whatever you give added together will make a difference.

We can prepare a team that can go there some other time to go and encourage the church and do mission work in Zambia. Thus we edge people to apply for passports so that you can be able to reach the place. 
