· Budgeting.
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In a nationwide survey, thousands of school children were asked what makes a happy family. They didn’t answer that it was a big house, money, great clothes, or cars. The most-mentioned key to happy families was “doing things together.”

Budget is the life wire of the success of a marriage. Budgeting simply means you tell your money where it supposes to work. Not budgeting is the opposite where the money tells you where it wants to be used. The money then becomes the commanding officer if you do not plan, while if you plan you become the commanding officer. This is the right protocol, you telling the money where it should go, and not the money telling you what to buy and what not to buy. We budget from our cross income. We start our budget with some breakdown of important list of needs in the house. The breakdown should be done through the usage of percentages. Illustration here below:

YOUR CROSS E.G.: R10, 000.00 both salaries

	ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATIONS
	PERCENTAGES
	ACTUAL AMOUNT

	1.  God’s money; tithing and offering
	10% and let say 2%
	1,200.00

	2.  Grocery 
	12%
	1,200.00

	3. Housing 
	12 %
	1,200.00

	4. Insurance inclusive household and car
	10%
	1000.00

	5. Medical
	4 %
	400.00

	6.  Clothing
	5 %
	500.00

	7. Furniture
	10 %
	1000.00

	8. Other debts
	5%
	500.00

	9. Education
	5 %
	500.00

	10. Car instalment
	20%
	2000.00

	11. Petrol
	0%
	.00

	12. Petty Cash
	5 %
	500.00

	13. Investment
	0 %
	.00

	14. Surplus 
	0 %
	.00

	TOTAL
	100 %
	R10, 000.00


2. THE PRINCIPLES OF BUDGETING.

1. Stick to your budget as much as possible.

2. Do not borrow yourself from one item unnecessary.

3. If the item is fully paid reserve the money for another project later on. Put that money under other expenses and leave it there until a necessary project for the family arises.

4. Pay your debts on time.

5. Do not violate what you have budget at all costs.

6. If education is fully paid, keep on saving that money under education for the later usage on education.

7. If the car is fully paid do not rush to buy another car, have a break as you invest money for another better project of the family.

8. Avoid all the buying temptations like buying cards as the money become available.

9. Budget only according to your income that means never over budget.

10. You need to have in your vocabulary NO to some of the temptations that comes your way when money is available and those things are not budgeted.

11. God must be number one in all what you do, give Caesar that belong to Caesar and God that belong to God.
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