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1. INTRODUCTION .

In recent years, marriage has weakened, with serious negative consequences for society as a whole. Four developments are especially troubling: divorce, illegitimacy, cohabitation, and same-sex marriage. 

The purpose of this document is to make a substantial new contribution to the public overview and debate over marriage. Too often, the rational case for marriage is not made at all or not made very well. As scholars, we are persuaded that the case for marriage can be made and won at the level of reason. Marriage protects children, men and women, and the common well being of individuals found in the marriage. The health of marriage is particularly important in a free society, which depends upon citizens to govern their private lives and rear their children responsibly, so as to limit the scope, size, and power of the state. The nation's retreat from marriage has been particularly consequential for our society's most vulnerable communities: minorities and the poor pay a disproportionately heavy price when marriage declines in their communities. Marriage also offers men and women as spouses a good they can have in no other way: a mutual and complete giving of the self. Thus, marriage understood as the enduring union of husband and wife is both a good in itself and also advances the public interest. 

CHAPTER 1

Ten Principles on MARRIAGE.

Here is my affirmation of principles that summarizes the value of marriage- a choice that most people want to make, and that societies should endorse and support. 

1.  Marriage is a personal union, intended for the whole of life, of husband and wife.
Marriage differs from other valued personal relationships in conveying a full union of husband and wife- including a sexual, emotional, financial, legal, spiritual, and parental union. Marriage is not the ratification of an existing relation; it is the beginning of a new relationship between a man and woman, who pledge their sexual fidelity to one another, promise loving mutual care and support, and form a family that welcomes and nurtures the children that may spring from their union. This understanding of marriage has predominated in Europe and America for most of the past two thousand years. It springs from the biological, psychological, and social complementarity of the male and female sexes: Women typically bring to marriage important gifts and perspectives that men typically do not bring, just as men bring their own special gifts and perspectives that women typically cannot provide in the same way. This covenant of mutual dependence and obligation, solemnized by a legal oath, is strengthened by the pledge of permanence that husband and wife offer to one another-always to remain, never to flee, even and especially in the most difficult times. 

2. Marriage is a profound human good, elevating and perfecting our social and sexual nature.

Human beings are social animals, and the social institution of marriage is a profound human good. It is a matrix of human relationships rooted in the spouses' sexual complementarity and procreative possibilities and in children's need for sustained parental nurturance and support. It creates clear ties of begetting and belonging, ties of identity, kinship, and mutual interdependence and responsibility. These bonds of fidelity serve a crucial [important] public purpose, and so it is necessary and proper for the state to recognize and encourage marriage in both law and public policy. Indeed, it is not surprising that marriage is publicly sanctioned and promoted in virtually every known society and often solemnized by religious and cultural rituals.

3. Ordinarily, both men and women who marry are better off as a result.

Married men gain moral and personal discipline, a stable domestic life, and the opportunity to participate in the upbringing of their children. Married women gain stability and protection, acknowledgment of the paternity of their children, and shared responsibility and emotional support in the raising of their young. Together, both spouses gain from a normative commitment to the institution of marriage itself-including the benefits that come from faithfully fulfilling one's chosen duties as mother or father, husband or wife. Couples who share a moral commitment to marital permanency and fidelity tend to have better marriages. The marital ethic enjoining permanence, mutual fidelity, and care, as well as forbidding violence or sexual abuse, arises out of the core imperative of our marriage tradition: that men and women who marry pledge to love one another, "in sickness and in health" and "for better or for worse," ordinarily "until death do us part." 

4. Marriage protects and promotes the wellbeing of children. 

The family environment provided by marriage allows children to grow, mature, and flourish. It is a seedbed of sociability and virtue for the young, who learn from both their parents and their siblings. Specifically, the married family satisfies children's need to know their biological origins, connects them to both a mother and father, establishes a framework of love for nurturing the young, oversees their education and personal development, and anchors their identity as they learn to move about the larger world. These are not merely desirable goods, but what we owe to children as vulnerable beings filled with potential. Whenever humanly possible, children have a natural human right to know their mother and father, and mothers and fathers have a solemn obligation to love their children unconditionally. These above given responsibilities forms part of the 97% of the package of marriage. 

5. Marriage sustains civil society and promotes the common good. 

Civil society also benefits from a stable marital order. Families are themselves small societies, and the web of trust they establish across generations and between the spouses' original families are a key constituent of society as a whole. The network of relatives and in-laws that marriage creates and sustains is a key ingredient of the "social capital" that facilitates many kinds of beneficial civic associations and private groups. The virtues acquired within the family-generosity, self-sacrifice, trust, self-discipline-are crucial in every domain of social life. Children who grow up in broken families often fail to acquire these elemental habits of character. When marital breakdown or the failure to form marriages becomes widespread, society is harmed by a host of social pathologies, including increased poverty, mental illness, crime, illegal drug use, clinical depression, and suicide. 

6. Marriage is a wealth-creating institution, increasing human and social capital. 

7. When marriage weakens, the equality gap widens, as children suffer from the disadvantages of growing up in homes without committed mothers and fathers. 

8. A functioning marriage culture serves to protect political liberty and foster limited government. 

9. The laws that govern marriage matter significantly. 

10. "Civil marriage" and "religious marriage" cannot be rigidly or completely divorced from one another. 

This understanding of marriage is not narrowly religious, but the cross-cultural fruit of broad human experience and reflection, and supported by considerable social science evidence. But a marriage culture cannot flourish in a society whose primary institutions-universities, courts, legislatures, religions-not only fail to defend marriage but actually undermine it both conceptually and in practice. 

CHAPTER 2
 Malachi 2: 13-16.
REASONS FOR MARRIAGE.
2.1. THREE MAIN REASONS FOR MARRIAGE
2.1.1. Companionship. It is not good for a man to be alone said God. I will make him a suitable helpmate.

2.1.2. Pro-creation. For extension of a family. [children bearing and rearing] Be fruitful and multiply and subdue the earth [take control of the earth]

2.1.3. For worshipping God, through this institution called marriage.
2.2. OTHER REASONS FOR MARRIAGE
2.2.1. Marriage promotes the physical and emotional health of men and women.

Married adults have longer lives, less illness, greater happiness, and lower levels of depression and substance abuse than cohabiting and single adults. Spouses are more likely to encourage their partners to monitor their health and seek medical help if they are experiencing an illness.

2.2.2. Marriage also plays a crucial role in civilizing men. Married men are less likely to commit crime, to be sexually promiscuous or unfaithful to a longtime partner, or to drink to excess.

2.2.3. In general, marriage allows couples to pool resources and share labor within the household. 

The commitment associated with marriage provides couples with a long-term outlook that allows them to invest together in housing and other long-term assets. The norms of adult maturity associated with marriage encourage adults to spend and save in a more responsible fashion.
2.2.4. The financial advantages of marriage are clear. Married men and women are more likely to accumulate wealth and to own a home than unmarried adults.

2.2.5. Marriage is particularly important in binding fathers to their children. For men, marriage and fatherhood are a package deal.

2.2.6. The trust and commitment associated with marriage also give a man and a woman a sense that they have a future together, as well as a future with their children.

2.2.7. Boys also benefit in unique ways from being reared within stable, married families. Research consistently finds that boys raised by their own fathers and mothers in an intact, married family are less likely to get in trouble than boys raised in other family situations. Boys raised outside of an intact family are more likely to have problems with aggression, attention deficit disorder, delinquency, and school suspensions, compared to boys raised in intact married families.

2.2.8. Family structure, particularly the presence of a biological father, also plays a key role in influencing the sexual development, activity, and welfare of young girls.

2.2.9. Marriage also plays a central role in fostering the emotional health of children. Children from stable, married families are significantly less likely to suffer from depression, anxiety, alcohol and drug abuse, and thoughts of suicide compared to children from divorced homes.

CHAPTER 3.

FIVE PHASES OF MARRIAGE.

1. PASSIONATE LOVE LEVEL OR PHASE

· There are no negativity actions but all is positive. [all is well with my soul]

· No hurting one another.

· Lot of communication that is taking place, through phones and e-mails.

· Lot of visits in preparation for the wedding.

· Lot of contacts and feeling for one another.

· The outside world will also tell the story about the love between the two.

· Lot of thinking about one another.

· Doubtless unity between the two.

· There 
will be great respect to one another.

· The planning will be done together always.

· There will be transparency in whatever is done. Planning together.

The worst part of this stage/disadvantage of this stage.

The stage is short lived in most cases by most couples.

This stage cannot stand the test of time.

2. THE SECOND STAGE IS CALLED THE WANDERING STAGE.

· Here we see true colours of the two people

· Expectations are not met.

· Frustration is the order of the day.

· No more free long communication or conversation over the phone and verbally.

· Openness disappears.

· No more frequent phoning each other.

· No more direction for the two.

· No more planning together

· Suspicion will be the order of the day.

· Friends come into the picture.

· Preference will be visiting neighbours or friends and spend most of the time there.

· Most husbands coming home in the evening will be preferable for sleeping and avoiding any discussion with the wife.

· Answers when asked something will be in a summary form.

· When the wife persists on some clarification of those short summarized answers, hell will break loose from the husband.

· The house becomes a guesthouse no longer a welcoming home.

· The presence of the two in one house becomes chaotic.

· Children will start to take side, or divided one for the mum and one for Daddy.

· The Television and any other musical media in the house will pre-occupy the lives of the two.

· The reading of news papers not news paper but many news papers in most cases by husbands become the order of the day. 

· Study periods without any concentration mostly by female folks will be the order of the day.

· The calling of names more especially vulgar words will emerge with serious consequences of lost of respect to the children.

· Customary both parents will be called to bring some peace in the life of the two with no concrete results whatsoever.

· The female folks normally in such situation take a fed –up leave in most cases she will put up with her parents.

· The husband will normally turn into drinking habit if he is not a Christian but also some Christian’s husbands will resort to this habit.

It is better to stop the crack before it becomes a big hole. This is the most challenging time in the life of a marriage that was most entertaining during the wedding day.

3. THE THIRD LEVEL OF THE MARRIAGE IS THE ACCEPTANCE OF ONE ANOTHER.

· Here we see the two coming to their senses.

· Here one realizes that the marriage is made and is hard- working and both need to be involved in the building of the marriage.

· Here we find realization from both that marriage is a task that needs their both commitment.

· Here we see the two starting to realize that selfishness is foolishness.

· Here in this stage we find that the two start to swallow their prides.

· We now find out that the two realize that marriage is meant to be a responsibility of the two of them not only the wife pushing towards the right goals of a successful marriage while the husband is watching soccer of rugby match.

· This stage brings about growth in the attitude of the two people.

· The stage forces the two to be realistic about the value of marriage and life.

· The stage actually compels the two to stop childish practices and start mending the broken relationship.

· This stage is indeed hard –working and with no compromise.

· We see in this stage friends are requested to be minimal with the process of this family.

· Here we see soul searching that is sincere in the lives of the couple and communication start to emerge.

· Mostly we see forgiveness and humility taking place.

4. THE FOURTH PHASE OF MARRIAGE IS MAKING THINGS TO HAPPENING IN OUR MARRIAGE.

· Here we see hard working towards a successful marriage.

· Here we see preparedness to accept guilt or mistakes.

· No more pointing fingers to a wrong party, but analyse is being made to all situations that surround the health of this marriage.

· Communication and planning together is back in the house.

· No one blame any person in this house, all carries the responsibility of a good marriage.

· No spectatorship status allowed in this house.

· The element of respect is the most promoted one in this marriage.

· Accountability to everything in the house is indeed the order of the day.

· Much sacrifice is put into this marriage by both parties.

5. THE FIFTH PHASE OF THE MARRIAGE. 

THIS stage IS CALLED HARVEST TIME.

· The marriage is now a real blessing and we see the fruits thereof.

· Children are grown up and are working good works.

· These children are well educated by their parents and we see good results.

· Many couples are now learning from this family.

· This family take a responsibility role of counseling other couples using their past failures as a stepping stones to new emerging couples.

· The house is now a home, which welcomes strangers and the frustrated.

· The love for each other has been greatly improved and joy is over flowing.

· The sense of care and sacrificing for one another is the order of the day.

· We see love in action in whatever is being done in this family

· God is being glorified within the family structure and by outside people.

· There is a great sense of belonging to each other in this home. 

· It is not any longer a house situation, but it is now a home situation.

· A home situation is a situation of warmth, hospitality, acceptance, identity and security.

CHAPTER 4.
THE COMPOSITION OF MARRIAGE.
Marriage is segmented in to two divisions’ percentage wise.

4.1) 3% = to bed room manners. [Sexual enjoyment]

4.2) 97% = to responsibility within the marriage.

4.1) 3% = BED ROOM MANNERS.

Many couples think marriage has to do with sexual pleasure, that is true but it is only a certain percentage. It is hardly 3 percentage of this pleasure. The 3% can be affected by the 97% if the 97% fails. Thus couples should take in consideration the importance of this 97% portion. Most of the time as married couples is spend on the 97% rather than the 3%. The 3% is just a by the way, sometimes ones a week, twice a week, or twice a month. But the 97% which is our daily responsibilities happens on a daily basis, hourly basis, minute’s basis and second basis. Let it be known that whatever we do as married couple’s impacts on the 97% portion of our marriage respectfully. Sex is not only for pleasure, it is also for pro-creation.

4.2) THE 97% RESPONSIBILITIES

Here we see our holistic responsibilities as far as the following is concerned:

4.2.1. Planning

A home needs lot of planning. You plan where you are going to stay, what kind of a house you want. You plan according to your budget [that which you can afford] we do not plan to impress people. Your planning is your success. Your planning is your victory. Your planning removes all the confusion and misunderstanding. Your planning must be done jointly sense I assume that you married in community of properties. Your planning is your life. Without planning you invite chaos in your marriage.

 Failing to plan is just like planning to fail in your marriage. Children must also be planned, how many children would you like to have? You also plan in advance the education of these children. Where do you want them to be educated, this has to do with educational institutions. You also plan how they are going to reach those educational institutions. Planning will also involve those that will be involved in helping you in your household cleaning and gardening to avoid all sorts of suspension of unfaithfulness of the husband and the wife with the garden servant. The entire structure of running a home need serious planning and sound wisdom, then your marriage will be on a solid rock.

4.2.2. Budgeting

In a nationwide survey, thousands of school children were asked what makes a happy family. They didn’t answer that it was a big house, money, great clothes, or cars. The most-mentioned key to happy families was “doing things together.”

Budget is the life wire of the success of a marriage. Budgeting simply means you tell your money where it supposes to work. Not budgeting is the opposite where the money tells you where it wants to be used. The money then becomes the commanding officer if you do not plan, while if you plan you become the commanding officer. This is the right protocol, you telling the money where it should go, and not the money telling you what to buy and what not to buy. We budget from our cross income. We start our budget with some breakdown of important list of needs in the house. The breakdown should be done through the usage of percentages. Illustration here below:

4.2.2.1. HOW TO BUDGET

YOUR CROSS E.G.: R10, 000.00 both salaries

	ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATIONS
	PERCENTAGES
	ACTUAL AMOUNT

	1.  God’s money; tithing and offering
	10% and let say 2%
	1,200.00

	2.  Grocery 
	12%
	1,200.00

	3. Housing 
	12 %
	1,200.00

	4. Insurance inclusive household and car
	10%
	1000.00

	5. Medical
	4 %
	400.00

	6.  Clothing
	5 %
	500.00

	7. Furniture
	10 %
	1000.00

	8. Other debts
	5%
	500.00

	9. Education
	5 %
	500.00

	10. Car instalment
	20%
	2000.00

	11. Petrol
	0%
	.00

	12. Petty Cash
	5 %
	500.00

	13. Investment
	0 %
	.00

	14. Surplus 
	0 %
	.00

	TOTAL
	100 %
	R10, 000.00


4.2.2.2.THE PRINCIPLES OF BUDGETING.

1. Stick to your budget as much as possible.

2. Do not borrow yourself from one item unnecessary.

3. If the item is fully paid reserve the money for another project later on. Put that money under other expenses and leave it there until a necessary project for the family arises.

4. Pay your debts on time.

5. Do not violate what you have budget at all costs.

6. If education is fully paid, keep on saving that money under education for the later usage on education.

7. If the car is fully paid do not rush to buy another car, have a break as you invest money for another better project of the family.

8. Avoid all the buying temptations like buying cards as the money become available.

9. Budget only according to your income that means never over budget.

10. You need to have in your vocabulary NO to some of the temptations that comes your way when money is available and those things are not budgeted.

11. God must be number one in all what you do, give Caesar that belong to Caesar and God that belong to God.

4.2.3. EDUCATION.
Your education is your life, and the first wisdom is the fear of the Lord.

Plan your education in such a way it works out perfectly for your children and your self.

Never stop studying also as the leaders of the family.

Give your children the best education as much as you can.

If it comes to a push, send your children to best schools over sea, and this is not sin. Moses was educated in Egypt and he received the best leadership secular education the education he used to lead the nation of God out of bondage. He was able to use the strategies of leadership that he learned from Egypt against the Egyptians themselves. Education is very important make no mistake. An educated and God fearing nation will be a successful nation.

4.2.4. CHILDREN UPBRINGING.

All aspects of a man's life - his character, sense of responsibility, good and bad habits, and ability to cope with difficulties and his piety - are shaped primarily during his childhood. The bright memories of his childhood can strengthen and warm a man during trying times, and, contrarily, those who have not had a happy childhood can in no way remake it. When we meet an orphan who has never had parental affection, or a step-son or step-daughter whose broken spirits are a result of difficulties at home, or those left to the care of strangers, we can sense in them the imprint of painful early impressions.

THE CHILDREN IN THE EYES OF GOD. Jonah 4:11

Children are not assets but they are:

· Precious gifts from God

· They are great blessings from God.

· They are arrows for the parents to use against the enemies. (Psalm 127:3-5)

The danger lies with parents to reduce their children to mere assets, to be more precise, parents have reduced their children far below mere assets. Why am I saying that? Why because assets receive more attention more than our children.

 Our assets have been insured against theft

	ASSETS
	CHILDREN

	Our assets have been insured against theft
	Our children are not insured against theft by boyfriends

	Our assets are been polished time and again
	Our children are not receiving any moral polishing from the parents time and again.

	Our assets have someone to look after on the weekly basis, [the cleaner]
	Our children do not enjoy such care on the weekly basis, [no people are hired to care for them] they care for themselves and fail to do so.

	Our assets are checked from time to time for scratches and someone must give an account for those scratches.
	Our children are not checked from time to time for any physical, spiritual, mental, emotional and social scratches.

	Our assets are always under the shade for them not to be damaged by the heat of the sun and the water from the rain.
	Our children are not under any shade except the shade they [children] improvise for themselves which seemingly are boys and girl friends.

	Our asset such as cars, before they are bought, most buyers built a shelter or a garage for these vehicles for safety keeping.
	This is not the case with our children, they just arrive on earth without any preparation for their arrival, “we normally cross the river when we reach it with this kids” thus poor upbringing of these children that will lead to poor education, that poor education will results in  perpetrated criminals.

	Our assets  time and again more especially cars, taken for a major services
	Our children knew nothing about major services spiritual and emotional services whatsoever.

	Our assets are regarded as my second wife or husband [more especially cares or my darling] when being driving you will hear statements like “come on my darling”
	Our children are not appreciated and told time and again how precious they are. They are called like donkeys I quote “Hey wena…”I have never heard the car being called like that.

	Fathers spend most of their time with assets such as cars, motor bikes, cell phones, computers etc that breaks their relationship with the entire family.
	Our children are deprived the opportunity of spending time with their parents by these assets.

	Much money is spend on the monthly basis on assets as monthly payments as not to be attached or repossessed.
	Less is spent on our children to improve their worthiness and affirm their beauty and importance for their future.

	If the car is stolen or the house is broken and assets stolen, the parents spend sleepless nights over the assets situation.
	But if our children both girls and boys spent the nights and weekend out, parents have sweet dreams and care less about the where-about of their children 

	Assets [cars] do not tell us that they need servicing except the latest cars with modern technology; it is the duty of the owner to take the car for a serious service.
	Our children always bother us rightfully about their needs and wants and we just ignore them or give them a cold shoulder, until they see to finish how they improvise for their situation. Worse of all after they have improvised for themselves parents do not even ask questions about the improvisation that took place.

	Anything that took place during the night that threaten the stealing of some of these assets such as cars, the owner immediately risks his life to check what is taking place.
	Let alone the sleeping out of the boys and girls of the family that goes unnoticed.

	Assets are replaceable.
	Children are not replaceable once gone for ever gone.

	Assets are panel-beatable
	Children are not panel-beatable once damaged; mentally, Spiritually, Physically and morally, rehabilitation will be tried with little success in most cases. Death would be the last answer to such damages incurred by the child.

	I believe many things erupted in your mind when you were reading about these comparisons. It is up to us as parents to be ready to give the right account to God on the judgment day concerning these precious gifts that were cheapened and lowered below mere assets. What are we doing to undo all the scratches and damage already incurred by our love ones?


THEY [CHILDREN] ARE VERY IMPORTANT.

…How much more, then, should I have pity on Nineveh, that great city, after all, it has more than 120.000 innocent children in it, as well as many animals.

Children are a treasurer in the eyes of God.

Children are real soul’s not little souls.

Children are complete in the sight of God.

Children are a process to adulthood.

One cannot be an adult without being a child.

Therefore, we are entrusted with a task of bringing forth-responsible adults for the future.

Good godly upbringing will bring about a lasting God’s fearing nation. Proverbs 22:6

 A RIVER WHERE PEOPLE WERE DROWNING.

This was a river of sorrow.

This was a river of full of questions.

This river made everyone to stand up and wanted to help in the situation.

This river alarmed the entire world.

This river raised some serious concern in the whole community.

Everyone was willing to help in many ways.

THE PROBLEM IN THIS RIVER.

People were located drowning in this river.

People were located trying to save themselves from the raging river.

People were located and heard crying for help.

People were seen helpless yelling for help.

HOW DID THE PEOPLE TRY TO HELP?
(a) Pulling ministry.

People with robes trying to pull out those drowning.

(b) Calling ministry.

These people are calling out those that are drowning.

(c) Sympathizing ministry.

These are great sympathizes with those who are drowning but doing nothing.

(d) The newspaper ministry.

These are those who specializes on telling the news and shout about the events without doing anything about the actual events as far as 

Solutions are concerned.

(e) The kicking ministry.

These ones are kicking those who try to swim out of the killer river, they kick them in.

(f) The laughing ministry.

These are the people who laugh about the situations and do nothing about those situations

(g) The highly positive active investigating ministry.

· These are those people who get concerned about the situation, but took initiatives to investigate where these drowning people are from.

· They are concerned about who is throwing these people in the water.

· The make inspection just like Nehemiah even if it is most dangerous.

· They go down to the roots of the problem and up root it with roots.

· They do not leave any stone unturned.

· They do not allow any sleep nor slumber in their eyes.

· They took efforts to go back where the river starts.

There, because of their preparedness they came across the most awful and cruel number of strong men who were responsible for throwing the people inside the river.

THESE MEN ARE

(1) Lack of parental care.

This serious problem affects many families because of Apartheid era where men had to work far away from their homes. Children grew under the parenthood of one parent. The balance child upbringing is thus experienced.

In some Families, grand parents bring up children and the results are lack of proper discipline.

(2) Divorce. /Separation

This is one of the most dangerous weapons used by the devil to destroy the Family Institution. Kids become confused not knowing who the right person between the two is. They are torn in two direction and they fail to make right decisions.

(3) Polygamy

The marrying of two wives leaves the children frustrated without good parental guidance.

(4) Three sets of children

These is caused by the wife coming into a marriage with her children, e.g. four and the husband from his previous marriage comes in with five children. They have now nine strong children from variety of backgrounds. They meet under the same roof.

The third set is been manufactured, the birth of yet another third generation in a Family.

The first two with club together against the most loved third set because they are their new children.

Then the husband will say, “Your children and my children are fighting against our children”

The river of confusion is busy destroying our nation. It is time that we realize the danger in which we are living.

It is not enough to have the pulling ministry as we pull the people out of the danger. Let us investigate the cause.

· Let us deal with the cause rather than the results.

· Let us concentrate on the developer of rottenness than dealing with rottenness itself.

· Let us look for those who distribute drugs rather than just taking the drugs from our children that is equivalent to a pulling ministry.

· Let us seek lasting eradication solution rather than temporarily solution towards serious problems that are affecting us.

· Crime is evil; let us therefore eradicate it through job creation not jailing the people only.

· Let us eradicate crime through skills development rather than telling the people to go and search for jobs.

· Let us empower our people for better life.

· Let us get our people in micro technological knowledge rather than leaving them without upgrading them to the modern scientific world.

4.2.5. Communication

Communication is a vital element wire line that must never be missed in a marriage relationship. One family lost a total or complete communication line and the husband normally over sleeps and then since they were not communicating, he then wrote a note and put it on the pillow of his wife and said” Please wake me up at 4 O’ clock in the morning. The wife read the message and at the time specified, she wrote a note to her husband “It is 4 O’clock please wake up” and after writing the note she put the note at the husband’s pillow while the husband was fast asleep. When the husband woke up it was already late and he started shouting the wife. The wife then pointed at the note at the pillow of the husband.

Lack of communication causes chaos in the house.

Lack of communication delays any success, since there is no approval from another party.

Lack of communication brings about frustration in the family life.

Lack of communication destroys the children welfare in the family situation.

Lack of communication denies the family further planning because how can you plan together if you do not talk.

Communication and conversation are two different levels of talking.

No communication it is equivalent of no marriage since how can you ran a department of home affairs without communication?

No communication expect no mutual sleeping together as needed in the family life as how are you going to demand your conjugal rights [sexual rights]

No communication in the house, we must expect any danger to befall that house.

If there is no communication in the house, then the children lawlessness is going to increase since there is no one who takes responsibility for children healthy upbringing.

4.2.6. Work related issues

We as a family we are not an island. We are committed in sharing work opportunities with others. Those co-workers are both sexes and there is hardly few places where you would find one sex working situation. Thus it is very important to understand the work situation issues. Your wife will be working as a deputy of the head of the department. In this case most of the time might be spend together with her boss. In this case the husband must understand, and the wife should know her pre-cautions as a family wife that there are limits in any situation. She must warn the boss that she has a family as to alert the boss of his possible advances if there can be. The husband also can be in the very same position of leadership where his deputy is a human. Thus the husband must understand his limitation and never find himself beyond the border line.

4.2.7. Neighbours.

There is no way of living without neighbours. Thus we have good neighbours and absolutely bad neighbours. Good neighbours will share positive sentiments with you in whatever achievements are there. How to know a good neighbour? By the manner in which they appreciate your progress in your home, rather than those who are crossed when they see progress in your home. These who are negative we do not call them neighbours but we call them “next door neighbours” they happened to be next people staying along side you but they are not friendly, they jealousy, they are not appreciative to any progress in your life as the neighbour, they slam, scoff and gossip about anything they see in your yard and house. I call them “non -appreciative- neighbours” 

How to deal with such neighbours? Situations differ and sentiments differ in such situations. The Bible teaches in the book of Romans to do good to those who are not appreciative as well and by so doing we will heap goals of fire upon them
CHAPTER 5
THE ROLE OF JESUS IN OUR MARRIAGE.

JOHN 2: 1-6

THE WEDDING IN CANA.
There is a big difference between a wedding ceremony and marriage. Wedding ceremony is celebration of the real thing and the real thing is marriage. Marriage is vows made by the two male and female before God and before the people to stay together as husband and wife through all the seasons, good seasons and bad seasons until death separate them. This is the real thing that needs to be prepared by the two who wants to tie the knot. In marriage there is no reverse gear, once in no more going out. Thus such a union need serious preparation and understanding as to avoid divorce as pronounce by God in the book of Malachi 2:  “ I hate divorce” Jesus said in the book of Matthew that “Let no one separate those that I have put together” paraphrase.
A successful marriage must have the following biblical principles. Further I need to explain that there are of course traditional principles, academically, psychological, physiological, and traditional principles in marriage. Because of time frame and my biblical Christian approach principles hence I will only dwell in biblical principles.
What we must do to have a success marriage?

Jesus was invited in the wedding feast of Cana. 

2. Invite Jesus in our marriage.
3. Secondly involve Jesus in your marriage. 

It is not enough to invite Jesus as a special guest, please allow Jesus to be part and parcel of your marriage. In whatever you do involve Jesus in full by asking him whether it is right to do that? Involve him in your budget, in your planning, in your children upbringing, in your education, in your daily life. Involve him in your church life and activities. Involve Jesus in your career and work that you are doing. Involve Jesus in your decision making.

4. Take instructions from Jesus. Do whatsoever he says you must do.

5. Wait upon him to act and be patient and never rush to make decisions because you will regret later on. 

6. Obey the Master and Miracles will take place. Remember after the disciples had obeyed the master and did what Jesus instructed them, a miracle took place.

7. Then there was joy over flowing in this wedding. We need joyful marriages and not sad marriages.

CHAPTER 6

MARRIAGE IS LIKE A BOAT ON ITS LONG JOURNEY

[This is the another definition of marriage]

Everyone is hungry for the touch of someone who cares -- a word of kindness, an act of compassion, a hug of encouragement. God created the family to be the place where that hunger is satisfied. Yet, I am amazed that we can stand in silence watching homes, marriages and families crumble and disintegrate before our very eyes. Silence is agreement and no matter where or how we serve, if we do not embrace family needs and issues, our ministry is incomplete and short-sighted. 

6.1. The start of the journey

Marriage is like a boat that leaves the shore with great shouts and ululating. 

Marriage is like a ship on the longest journey overseas.

Marriage is like a ship that precautions have been taken to see to it that it arrives safely where it goes.

Marriage has many well wishers that the two who have been made one, should stick together until death separate them.

Marriage is like the big ship known as Titanic which was known to be the most strong and safe ship, most unfortunately in never reached its destination.

We have witnessed celebrates marriages with great anticipation, but then we have read about these marriages hitting hard against the rocks.

6.2. The ocean

It is of uttermost importance to check the oceans and what is happening in these oceans.

1. The ocean is a vast spread volume of water.

2. The ocean is very deep in the inside far away from the shore.

3. The ocean has some serious waves, some are called killer waves.

4. The ocean has some serious animals such as killer whales.

5. The ocean has many other dangerous animals some are good such as fish for food and some are not good at all.

6. Looking at the ocean at a distance, you see a peaceful vast of water until you are near or inside the ocean.

7. the boats and ship at a distance seems to be at rest and just cruising without any difficulty until you in one of those boats or ship to Robben Island as I have been in one of them twice

8. This is how marriage looks like ion the first side.

· It is most promising.

· It is most pleasing.

· It is full of life.

· It is most exciting.

· It poses no serious danger.

· It is most attractive as it sends a wave of good intentions.

· It is most enjoyable.

· It is not threatening at all.

· It poses as the most innocent entity that one can really enjoy oar be in it.

· Up until the deeper water where no one is no longer around you and it is the two of you in this boat in the deeper ocean.

6.3. PROBLEMS IN THE DEEPER OCEAN.

The further you go away from the shore the deeper you into the ocean.

The deeper you go to the ocean the more trouble you experience.

Those that are in the ocean [other boats] are also experiencing the same problems that hinder them to be of help to you.

You will all be alone in the deep waters, when all kinds of trials will be hitting hard on the boat.

The more the waves hit the outside of the boat, the boat might experience some cracks that might widen as the waves continue to hit hard.

This is how marriage is been affected from the storms of life. 

It start being a little tiny thing, 

· unfaithfulness in your promises

· Failure to keep time.

· Some little lies about your whereabouts.

· Sharing your problems with failures in the marriage, by these you get wrong advices.

· Misuse of family car for other colleagues at work of the opposite sex.

· Lying about who you were traveling with such as “it was the school journey or company’s journey and they will reimburse for the petrol”

· The reimbursement will be awaited and it is not forthcoming, this is indeed a crack in this marriage.

· Little it might seem, it is busy growing and the consequences thereof will be sky high.

Knowledge about the ocean is very important as this knowledge prepares us for good actions against anything that is geared to kill our marriages.

6.4. THE DISCIPLES BOAT AND JESUS

In this story Jesus decided to go single alone without the disciples.

The reason was for him [Jesus to have enough time with the Father on the hills]

Another reason was to see the dependency of his disciples during the rough times, where would they cry for help.

Indeed it was not long that the sea became very rough in the absence of Jesus in this boat.

They were still some good miles away from the sea shore when they had this attack.

They wished Jesus would be in boat to help them in the situation they were going through and most unfortunately Jesus was not there. Verse 19.

All of a sudden Jesus appeared to them walking on the stormy ocean.

· Jesus specializes with these difficult times.

· Jesus is used to the stormy seas.

· Jesus is the creator of the entire universe.

· Nothing is strange with Jesus.

· Nothing is too hard for our God. (Jeremiah 32:27)

· Jesus manifested his ability in the wedding of Cana of Galelia where he turned water into wine.

6.4.1. I am here do not be afraid

The first words of Jesus towards the disciples was “I am here do not be afraid” (Verse 20)

· Jesus gave the disciples the assurance that he was present.

· Jesus gave the disciples the sense of security, “when I am here you need not to panic and stop pressing the panic button.”

· Jesus assured his disciples that the creator was in their midst.

· Jesus built the confidence in their hearts that no matter how high the storm might look like, as long Jesus is in their midst everything is going to be all right.

I want to say, this is the true principle and reliable principle to be followed by each and every couples for surviving the storms of marriage.

6.4.2. The willingness to allow Jesus in our boats.
The second thing that we see in this passage of scripture is the willingness of the disciples to allow Jesus in their boat.

Up until we are willing to let Jesus in our lives are marriage, we stand a big chance of loosing our marriages.

It is up to us, to allow him in our lives as he cannot force himself in our marriages.

It is entirely up to us to say Jesus come into my marriage; this boat is just about to sink, come, Lord and rescues me in this situation. 

6.4.3. The boat was able to reach its destination safely.

 The danger of the boat was failure to reach the sea shore.

Inside this boat were precious lives.

Jesus came to the rescue of these precious lives in the boat.

When we allow Jesus in our lives [when as opposed to if we allow Jesus in our lives] we will reap the great fruits thereof. It is imperative to do so. It is not a matter of choice, but it is a matter of life whether I like it or not. But using IF there is no force here but it is my personal choice.

When depicts a matter of urgency and necessity, while if depicts a sense of a personal choice to allow Jesus in your life.

Our marriages can make it when we allow Jesus as the author and finisher of our faith to be on the steering wheel. (Galatians 2: 20)

6.5. Questions might be posed to you.

Who are with you in your boat?

Bad Friends

Parents

Education

Work commitments

Alcohol

Drugs

Ignorance

Ego

Or Jesus the mender of marriages.
CHAPTER 7
THE SIGNS OF THE ENDANGERED MARRIAGE.

Signs that will tell you that your marriage is in danger.

Recognising the Warning Signs of an endangered marriage.

Tick any of these early warning signs that your recognise in your relationship.

Top of Form

1. I didn’t think marriage would be like this.

[image: image1.wmf]Yes [image: image2.wmf]No 
2. I don’t trust my spouse

[image: image3.wmf]Yes [image: image4.wmf]No 
3. I feel like my husband/wife doesn’t love me anymore.

[image: image5.wmf]Yes [image: image6.wmf]No 
4. I feel unsettled and vaguely unfulfilled.

[image: image7.wmf]Yes [image: image8.wmf]No 
5. I have a male friend who I’m much closer to than my husband OR my wife.

[image: image9.wmf]Yes [image: image10.wmf]No 
6. I have very little respect for my spouse

[image: image11.wmf]Yes [image: image12.wmf]No 
7. I use to be a happy person, now I often feel depressed.

[image: image13.wmf]Yes [image: image14.wmf]No 
8. I make excuses not to spend time alone with my spouse.

[image: image15.wmf]Yes [image: image16.wmf]No 
9. I’m attracted to opposite sex people more than my spouse.

[image: image17.wmf]Yes [image: image18.wmf]No 
10. I’ve lost interest in having sex with my spouse.

[image: image19.wmf]Yes [image: image20.wmf]No 
11. My spouse had an affair or I think he/she might be having one.

[image: image21.wmf]Yes [image: image22.wmf]No 
12. My spouse told me he/she loves me but he’s not “in love” with me.

[image: image23.wmf]Yes [image: image24.wmf]No 
13. Our children are more important to me than my spouse.

[image: image25.wmf]Yes [image: image26.wmf]No 
14. My spouse doesn’t share his/her dreams or goals with me anymore.

[image: image27.wmf]Yes [image: image28.wmf]No 
15. it’s like there is a wall between my spouse and I and I can’t reach him/her anymore.

[image: image29.wmf]Yes [image: image30.wmf]No 
Bottom of Form

If you answered yes to any of these questions you need to take action NOW – before it’s too late. Your marriage is worth fighting for and there are practical things you can do that will make a difference. 

Your marriage is worth fixing.

Your marriage need some services, take it for a quick look and some fixing.

Your marriage needs a thorough operation sir/madam.

Your marriage is heading for a serious rock bottom sliding.

Your marriage need a serious check up not just for a day but this seems to be for as long these above feelings are still there.

It is time Daddy and Mammy to do something extra ordinary for your situation.

Do not waste any time now, respond immediately, read this book and recommend it to others as soon as you can and contact me for counselling and more supply of this book 082-5575271 South Africa, Pastor Vusimusi Sigudla

CONCLUSION.

Conclusion is not available since I am still working on this document.

The entire book on marriage is just about to be release. The book’s title is “The building blocks of a successful marriage” This pre-marital booklet is taken from the main book. 
To God be the glory.[image: image31.png]
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