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CHURCH DISCIPLINE LESSONS.

Prepared by the Pastor V.J. Sigudla.

Luke 14: 33 “So no one can become my disciple without giving up everything for me.” Disciple is someone who is the follower of Christ.

What disciple is all about? 

Discipline is the backbone of church life, and without it we have no church since the church is a body of Christ.

	What is church discipline 
	What is not church discipline 

	It is about education for clean Christian living
	It is not execution (harsh judgment)

	It is more about restoration of the fallen.
	It is not the rejection of the fallen

	It is more about preservation back to the body of Christ and effectiveness in Christ
	It is not more about punishment.

	It is more about building in love
	It is not revenge in disguise.

	It is more about our worthy in Christ
	It is not show off to the church of my failure.

	It is more about harmony in the church and thus a void suspicion of some favours.
	It is not exposing the sinfulness of others as such.

	It is for every person who has offended the Church of Christ and Christ himself. 
	It is not for certain people more especially young people

	It encourages fellowship with clean hearts.
	It is against anyone as an offender to run away from the church.

	It encourages openness and Spiritual growth and serves as warning to others.
	It does not encourage others to do like-wise as they will just be disciplined too.


1. What (Offenders) ought to know? Those under discipline.

1. The class will take 1 hour every time you meet until you are both convinced that there is progress and help.

2. This can take more than three months depending on your meeting once a week, preferably on a Saturday afternoon.

3. You can put all the people in one class and help them.

4. They must keep time and to do some homework.

e.g. Bible readings; psalm 51: 1-19 & psalm 80: 1-19, they must also bring to class their discoveries on these psalms, they must go and search the Bible about those who sinned and where disciplined and how where they disciplined. And many more exercises that you as a teacher can give to them. Like the signs of a mature Christian. They must write those signs down and bring them to class. What is prayer? What is fasting? What is Christian witness? What is the duty of a Christian? Christians in relationship with the world? What is the church of Christ? These and many other topics, they need to explore them at home and bring the answers back to the class. This is not punishment but restoration to our former Christian lives.

1. They must come to church regularly.

2. They must stop all the church personal position or activities in the church and outside the church, whether they request you to play an organ by other Christians who do not know that you are under discipline.

3. They must co-operate and write some test. Those not co-operating will never pass and must never be released from the class.

4. Whoever pass, must be prepared to confess again before the church that she /he was sorry for what he did before and promise that he will never do it again.

5. They must be told that some of the test is practical they way they live.

6. They must be told that the leadership and church members are watching them.

7. They must be told that you will receive any report from anyone with true evidence of false life again.

8. Notes alone are not enough; this must be done face to face to see their reactions.

9. Notes are to be seriously studied, as they will be writing their final exam out of these notes. 

10. There will be three sections of the final exam; viz:

· Exam from the notes writing down. These are questions from the notes.

· The practical life of the individual on the daily bases as being watched.

· The verbal exam when you will be asked practical questions by the panel.

Each section is out of 50 marks. And t he passing aggregate is 50% per section not less than that. If for example you get 100% on your first section, and you obtain 10% from the section on practical life, and you obtain 50% on the other section, you still fail dismally. There must be a balance regardless of what.

2. What discipline is all about?

· Discipline has to do with discipleship meaning to be what your Master wants you to be.

· When we discipline, we put right, which is wrong relationship with the Master.

· When we discipline we do not punish but we help the person back to his rightful position before God.

· When we discipline, it is not showing off, but we cleans the church of God from evil.

· When we discipline, we set an example of a clean house of God.

· Discipline is not only for young people; it is for lawbreakers in the church of Christ.

· Discipline must be carried out in love.

· Love will be exercised if those who are to be disciplined co-operate.

· If they do not co-operate, the importance of discipline fails.

· The success of discipline depends on the availability of both the discipliner (the one who carries the lessons) and the disciplinee (the one to be helped)

· There must be mutual understanding, meaning the discipliner should focus on helping, and the disciplinee, must focus in receiving the help and be prepared to be helped.

· We do not discipline a person to go back to his position in the church.

· But we discipline (Educate) the person to be worthy before God not only before us.

· Disciplining the person to please us is very dangerous, because the person can fake the help, but we discipline the person to be acceptable before God.

3.  What the disciplinee (The offender) ought to know? (Those undergoing discipline.) They must bring their Bibles along. Very important and a notebook. Read the verses together aloud.

· Luke 14: 33 that he need to give up all sinful life.
· Luke 15: 17 “when he finally came to his senses” the prodigal son. No one told him that he has sinned, but it came to his mind that he was a sinner. This is the admission of guilt. Unless you admit that you have sinned we cannot help and you cannot be helped. Because you make it so difficult for you and for us to help because you know too much above God.

· Preparedness to be helped. Luke 15: 18 I will raise and go to my Father. Here we see that the sinner was prepared to co-operate with the Spirit of God within him. Now you must be prepared to co-operate with the Spirit of God in your life.

· I will go home to my Father. Luke 15: 18 still verse 18 the boy was not forced to be disciplined, but he saw the need to go to the Father.

· You have not only sin against us but to God too. Luke 15:18 I have sinned against you Father (The church in our case) and against heaven. When you sin you affect the cross at all points. Vertically is your relationship with God. Horizontally is your relationship with mankind (people) your parents, your church, your friends, your pastor, your colleagues at work and yourself. The testimony about your faith is destroyed. Your church is no longer going to be respected. Sinner’s will hardened their hearts to the gospel because there are no living testimonies from prodigal sons and daughters. 

· You do not change a church. Luke 15: 18 I will go to my Father, to my former home where I sinned. Many Christians thinks by changing a church will help them, it is a big deception, unless we do not treat you the right way after discipline, even then you need to discuss that with your [pastor] and church leadership with evidence of that treatment you are talking about. Changing churches is not a solution, stay in your church and enjoy the love and the care after you have fallen. You will also be more careful than you were before.

· Do not be discipline for position. Luke 15: 19 “ I am not worthy to be called your son, but let me be one of your servants.” The prodigal son wanted just to be accepted in the house not in his first position as a son. But he wanted to be part and parcel of ordinary workers in the house. If you have such a desire after discipline, this will be the greatest sign of repentance. Please you do not please us when you co-operate, but you please God who loves you. You have sinned against God and the church and God is granting you yet another chance to serve him.

· The boy came back for service and not for position. Luke 15: 19 “please take me on as a hired man” no longer as my position use to be, this was the right attitude, and you will then be promoted to whatever position the church thinks you deserve. Do not co-operate for your position in the church, but co-operate for your right relationship with God. Matt 6:33 Seek he first the Kingdom of God and its righteousness and all these things  (positions, wealth, marriage, cars, jobs, etc.) shall be added to you. Just co-operate with the servants of God who are helping you. 

· Take action and move away from sinful situations. Luke 15: 20.

The boy never just desired to move; he moved away not to come back again. We move from the sinful position to a place of refuge, (safety) place far away from pigs. This must be your effort; we must not see you again in that very same place where you sinned against God. You must make a tough decision as Jesus himself says here in Luke 14:33.  So no one can become my disciple without giving up everything for me. If the work you are doing is the cause of you sinning against God, move out from that Job, remember you will not be the first one, Joseph moved out and he was jailed for not sinning. Genesis 39: 10-13,19-23. Joseph defied the King’s wife for he wanted to keep his conscience clean. He lost his coat but kept his second C. conscience. Better loose the best tempting and sinful job and God will take care of you. You remember what happened to him later, he became the first foreign governor in a foreign land.

· He was never killed for the decision rightfully made. Luke 15: 22.

Instead of becoming a disgrace, in his Father’s house, he was received with great joy. There was a party to celebrate his coming back. Everybody was in good mood and rejoicing accept the bigger brother. Be assured you too, that the bigger brothers and sisters are still found in our churches. They will not be happy for your coming back. They will want that you get the heaviest punishment on earth that can be given to people who sin. Remember what Jesus did with a woman that was caught in the very act of adultery. John 8:3-9. This was serious and Jesus had to resolve this serious sin. He stooped down and wrote something on the ground; probable it was the sin of this woman and their sins the accusers. Thereafter he answered them by saying “All right stone her, (you are very right) but those that have not sinned, let them be the first to do so” they all left from the elder until the youngest. And Jesus said to the woman “Sin no more” verse 11.

Discipline has to do with sinning no more; if you sin again then excommunication is going to take place. Excommunication is chasing you out of the church and we give you to the devil, because you want to serve him. 1 Corinthians 5: 6-7.

· We must never worship God blindly with Christian sinners. Verse 6.

· A Christian who continues sinning is most dangerous and will affect the whole church. Verse 6. “Don’t you realize that if even one person is allowed to go on sinning, soon all will be affected?

· Remove this wicked person from among you (Excommunicate) so that you can stay pure (purity of the bride of Christ, the church) verse 7. 

· For we must celebrate our God with purity and truth.  1 Corinthians 5:8 

· We must never associate ourselves with any person who call himself a Christian yet indulges in sexual sin…verse 11. Don’t even eat with such people. The Bible is very clear how to deal with experienced sinners. The Bible says, “You must remove the evil person from among you.” 1 Cor 5: 13. This is the standard principle from the Word of God and we must just apply it as it is. Sin has no Family protection, it is evil and it will destroy whoever hides it. Sin has no friends, it remain sin and cruel.

· These people are disciplined and excommunicated in front of the whole church and not secretly. 1 Corinthians 5: 4 “ in the name of Lord Jesus. You are to call a meeting of the church…verse 5. There you must cast this man or woman out of the church and into the hands of Satan. Clear no ruler is needed here. You continue sinning even after discipline then what awaits you, is excommunication, thrown out of the church for the purity of the church of Christ.

· Be prepared to receive from the elder brother. Luke 15: 28. The elder brother was angry. Sin makes people angry, sin makes God angry, sin makes even the sinner angry and we cannot run away from this consequence. What I sow I must definitely be prepared to reap. If they speak evil about you, they are very right. The elder brother is going to quote what you have been doing. Luke 15: 30 …”after squandering your money on prostitutes, you celebrate by killing the finest calf we have” this is ridiculous (nonsense, outrageous, evil, not called for.) and he was very right. Expect such words and never fight back. His father also admitted that this son of mine was dead but now he is alive, was lost and now he is found. Verse 32

His Father never protected his actions, but what he did, was to treat those actions with love for the restoration of the willing boy. He in fact discovered himself that he was lost. Luke 15:17 he came to his senses. He was never forced to see his sins. There was no revival campaign by a great evangelist from overseas, he was there by himself when God the Holy Spirit ministered to him and he positively responded to the alter-call. But today we had to run after the people and do lot of investigation and interrogate the so-called Christians before they admit that they have sinned. This is also ridiculous. It is time for each and every Christian to introspect oneself. Stop this game of making others policing forums. We do not enjoy this task of running after you and bringing you to justice. You know that you are not living right, why don’t you come forward for help? You know certainly that you are wounded, why don’t you pick up a phone and call 911 (your pastor?) he is indeed “your safety belt “Jesus is your Saviour, the vehicle that is carrying you to heaven, but you need to fasten your safety belt and your safety belt is your Spiritual Pastor. Be far or ignore your Safety Belt then you are going to fly out of this moving car. The car will still be intact but you will be without your brains, skull crashed, no more life. Remember again, God has given you Christ and God has given you also a Safety belt. Stay in the car and wear your safety belt and you will be saved.

4. Why all this trouble of these lessons?

1. If we do not discipline you, your sin will punish you. (Jeremiah 2:19)

2. If we do not help you, God is going to leave you. (Jeremiah 2:19) read also (Psalm 80: 1-19) David crying before God for God’s restoration in his life. Please read together this Psalm. Read (Psalm 51:1-19.) these two psalms are psalms of repentance, they both have 19 verses.

3. God is calling backsliders to come back to him as he is married to them. (Jer 3:14)

4. God is prepared to heal backsliders from their backslidings. (Jer 3: 22)

5. How does one backslide?

· You backslide from prayer life.

· You backslide from studying God’s Word.

· You backslide from witnessing about Christ.

· You backslide from giving, both tithe and offering.

· You backslide from fellowshipping with other Christians. Heb 10:25

· You backslide from not loving God; you start to love gods (idols) (Rev 2:4-5).

· You backslide from preaching the pure Word of God, you can still be preaching but no longer the pure Word of God. You now appeal to the minds of the people. You now become man’s pleaser or motivator,(motivational speaker) for people just to clap hands for you, appealing to the minds of your hears and  no more to the hearts.

· You backslide from fasting and deeper prayer.

· You backslide from faithfulness in your home and marriage.

· You backslide from loving your neighbours as you love your self.

· You backslide from taking responsibility in your Family.

· You backslide from humility.

· You finally and seriously deny the Lord like Peter.

(John: 2000:46)

Further reading: The Restoration of the Church of Christ) by Rev John Sigudla, pages 46-50)
SEVEN STEPS THAT LEAD TO BACKSLIDING.

A study about Peter.

Matthew 
1. You have been invited to share in the wedding feast of the Lamb. Luke 14:15.this is the privilege, you have been invited into the Kingdom of God and many are called but few are chosen. When the gospel is preached, it is preached to all, it is a call to repentance, but few are chosen to be the children of God. You are one of those chosen. Therefore do not misuse or abuse your status.

2. A feast is ready in heaven for us. Luke 14:16

3. We are the guests of honour in heaven for the great feast. Luke 14: 17

4. Sinning is just like making an excuse before the final day of our feasting with the Lord. Luke 14:18. These people were very busy, no longer interested in the invitation that they first accepted. Everyone in his own business. To them their lives was most important than the first invitation to salvation. This has to do with Christians if we no longer follow Christ. 

5. Becareful that you seat should not be given to any person. Luke 14:21. Go quickly to the streets and invite anyone you come across. Becareful the Word of God says quickly, you might think that there is still time, only to find that the place is fully booked by those who were not invited at first.

6. If you leave him Jesus is urging people from all walks of life to come in his Kingdom. Luke 14:23.

7. We try to say to you, avoid this terrible statement,” For none of those I invited first will get even the smallest taste of what I had prepared for them. Luke 14: 24. This is going to be more than painful. You were once invited and you played with that invitation. Just imagine, no smallest taste they will ever receive. It will be allover. You were given a chance, and you played around with that chance.

8. It is not all that says Lord, Lord who will inherit the Kingdom of God. But only those who does the will of the Father. Do not just be a nominal Christian, a Christian by name but the power thereof you reject or deny, through the way you live.

9. We say our love for Jesus must just be beyond any love for any person and things. Luke 14:26. This is a statement to be adhered to, loving our Lord with all our hearts, mind, Soul and Strength. 

10. Loving Christ more than you love your own life. Luke 14: 26.

Otherwise we must forget about Christianity, as we cannot be the Lord’s disciples. Luke 14: 26.

Following Christ means carrying our cross daily and follow Christ.

· Not the cross of a friend

· Not a cross of the pastor.

· Not a cross of worldly materials.

· Not the cross of fame.

· Not the cross of education.

· Not the cross of experience.

Simon of Cyrene was forced to carry the cross of Jesus. Luke 23:26. He was forced to follow Jesus and to carry his cross. Two things here, he was forced to follow and forced to carry the cross. We are not here to force anyone either to follow Jesus or to carry his cross. Since he was forced, after they have reached Golgotha, we hear nothing about him any longer. We have been called to serve willingly not by force.

6. Please count the cost of being a Christian. Luke 14:28 do not begin until you have counted the cost. This is a big request; the world is out there, it still needs you, if you think you can make it, please go.

7. If it has been a mistake to be saved, it is not yet too late to come and talk with us the terms of going to hell and we will let you go. Luke 14:32

8. Christianity is a real battlefield, we want serious people who will say come what may, and we will stand.

9. Sit down first with your counselors, which are your heart, mind, body and soul. Sit down with yourself and ask yourself questions whether you do qualify or not to walk this road safely without looking back. Luke 14:31 get into a serious discussion with yourselves, have time with your self. Ask yourself lot of questions.

10. You are the salt of the world but you can loose your saltiness. Luke 14:34 then if you can loose your saltiness, you need to restore that as soon as possible. For saltless salt is no good for anything, it must just be thrown away. This is what Jesus is saying about Christians that are no longer salty for good seasoning. They are literally good for nothing and dangerous to be amongst us, they are like the pillar of salt of Lots’ wife. No name, she was just called Lots’ wife. You need a name not just that Christian there.
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