SEND ME YOUR SON DAVID THE SHEPHERD

1 Samuel 16:  17-25

Introduction.

When God calls you no one will stand in front of the call of God in your life. The destiny that God has focus for your life no one will take it away. When God chooses whoever he want to use no one will ever oppose what God has chosen. God does not look at the person and chooses him according to the person’s appearance, but God is interested and choose people according to their hearts status. How old or young you are   does not matter with God what matters is your heart standing with God and man.

2. The call of David
Ironically the young man that was called to be the next king of Israel had to serve the out going king first.

Ironically the young man that was called to be the next king of Israel had to come to the palace first and study what was happening in the palace.

Ironically the young man that was called to be the next king of Israel knew that he was going to be the next king but the out-going king never knew that David was already anointed the next king on his throne.

Ironically the young man that was called to be the next king of Israel had to go through a tough mentorship observing with sadness the danger of disobedience practically from the king who was anointed the first king of Israel by Samuel.

Ironically David knew that he was taking over but Saul was not even aware of that.

Ironically Saul called a mere servant [lelata] but David knew that he was the next king and never reminded Saul that his time was over.

Ironically the young man that was anointed the next king of Israel was anointed by the same prophet Samuel.  

Ironically when David was called to the office of kingship he was addressed as David the Shepherd and he was not offended.

· What a contrast today most of the servants of God cries for titles and if you fail to address them by their titles they will address themselves and remind you they are.
· What a contrast today we have self appointed pastors [SAP’S] who demands respect and they are not prepared to earn respect.

· What contrast today money comes first and the service from the Lord comes last.

· Whoever treats you bad and make you to work over time, he is not aware that he is promoting you and giving you the position that belong to you.

3. WHO WAS THIS DAVID ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES?
18 One of the servants said to Saul “The son of Jesse is a talented harp player. Not only that; he is brave and strong and has good judgment. He is also a fine-looking young man, and the LORD is with him.”

Verse 18 brings the summary of who David was.

3.1. David was a talented harp player.

3.2. David was brave and strong.

3.3. David had good judgment.

3.4. He was also a fine looking young man.

3.5. The LORD was with him. The LORD of upper cases means God. The Lord with only L as upper cases means Jesus.

These were the attributes that David had before he was called to be a king.  He was a man after the heart of God.

21So David went to Saul and served him. Saul liked David very much and David became one of Saul’s armour bearers.
3.6. David was a servant he served Saul and Saul liked David very much.

We are called to serve and not to be served. Jesus came on earth to serve and not to be served during his earthly ministry. For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son…John 3:16 therefore we know what love is For Jesus gave his life for us and we too ought to give our lives for our brothers and sisters. 1 John 3:16. We therefore have no choice but we need to practice or put love in action. 1 John 3:17-18

4.CONCLUSION.

The Bible says David served his enemy before he could take over the kingship.

He served being a king and made himself a servant and this is humility.

Jesus served humanity being God himself and he showed us the spirit of servant hood.

Many are called but few are chosen and who are the chosen ones? The chosen few are those who will serve God with contrite [pure heart] and humble hearts. 

God is looking for servants and not for kings and titled men and women of God. 

It is God who gives gifts to man and it is not man who creates gifts for himself or herself.

Those that will be next to the heart of God are those who will be found with pure hearts and sincere spirits. 

Kingship derives from servant hood.

Leadership derives from followership.

Great leadership derives from Great mentorship.

David was mentored by the enemy of God before he took over. 

The Bible says “Saul liked David very much, and he made him his armour bearer which position was the highest. This position is entrusted to someone who shall at all costs save-guard the life of the king. The armour bearer must be a trusted someone from inside out and this was who David was.

Before you can be appointed into this position a thorough examination would be done to check on the person, thus David was severely scrutinized and he passed the examination and not a test. A test is lighter than an examination.

Are we the trusted servants that God can really say “servants after mine own heart?”

Can God proudly tell the whole universe how faithful you are and how pleased is he about you?

How many a time have we failed God in whatever we are doing?
1 Samuel 17: 12-13

12Now David was the son of a man named Jesse, an Ephrathite from Bethlehem in the land of Judah. Jesse was an old man at that time, and he had eight sons in all. 13Jesse’s three oldest sons—Eliab, Abinadab, and Shammah—had already joined Saul’s army to fight the Philistines.[image: image1.png]
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