SHARON BAPTIST CHURCH

SORRY SAUL NEVER MADE IT TO HEAVEN.

1SAMUEL 11:1-12

By Pastor V.J. Sigudla

11:1ABOUT a month later, King Nahash of Ammon led his army against the Israelite city of Jabesh-gilead. But the citizens of Jabesh asked for peace. “Make a treaty with us, and we will be your servants,” they pleaded. 2“All right,” Nahash said, “but only on one condition. I will gouge out the right eye of every one of you as a disgrace to all Israel!” 3“Give us seven days to send messengers throughout Israel!” replied the leaders of Jabesh. “If none of our relatives will come to save us, we will agree to your terms.” 4When the messengers came to Gibeah, Saul’s hometown, and told the people about their plight, everyone broke into tears5 Saul was ploughing in the field, and when he returned to town, he asked, “What’s the matter? Why is everyone crying?” So they told him about the message from Jabesh. 6Then the Spirit of God came mightily upon Saul, and he became very angry. 7He took two oxen and cut them into pieces and sent the messengers to carry them throughout Israel with this message: “This is what will happen to the oxen of anyone who refuses to follow Saul and Samuel into battle!” And the LORD made the people afraid of Saul’s anger, and all of them came out together as one.

8When Saul mobilized them at Bezek, he found that there were 300,000 men of Israel, in addition to 30,000 from Judah. 9So Saul sent the messengers back to Jabesh-gilead to say, “We will rescue you by noontime tomorrow!” What joy there was throughout the city when that message arrived! 10The men of Jabesh then told their enemies, “Tomorrow we will come out to you, and you can do to us as you wish.” 11But before dawn the next morning, Saul arrived, having divided

His army into three detachments. He launched a surprise attack against the Ammonites and slaughtered them the whole morning. The remnant of their army was so badly scattered that no two of them were left together. 
1. INTRODUCTION.

The Christian journey must indeed end in heaven and not here on earth or in the hands of the devil.

A true story is told about this man who was taken in heaven and came back alive again. When he arrived in heaven he wanted to know about the giants of faith. He saw David and went to him and asked him one specific question” Where is Saul the first king of Israel?” the answer was shocking” He never made it to this place” Where is Judas Iscariot the treasurer in the camp of the Master? “He never made it to this place” came the answer.
2. ARE WE GOING TO MAKE IT TO HEAVEN IN THESE GREAT CHALLENGES OF OUR FAITH?
1. The people of Jabesh were caught in a great dilemma [bad situation] and they had to ask him from their enemies king Nahash who represent the devil.

2. Nahash was prepared to make peace with the Jabesh people provided he takes out their right eyes.
3. The implication of the right eyes is that Christians without the right eyes are doomed as they have lost their God given vision. Remember what happened to Samson, it was not only the right eye, but it was both eyes. Complete destruction of visionless Christian.  Where is Samson? He is here shameful, with scars, a man who was once powerfully anointed and today in heaven is a shameful figure. Yes he made it to heaven through the hole of a needle. 

4. It was the Jabesh people who wanted peace with the devil; there is no peace with the devil. He will always take a big portion of your freedom if not all the portion of your life and no more freedom at all.

3. DO YOU STILL HAVE THE RIGHT EYE [VISION]?

· When the vision is gone, Christians will start doing funny things. No more trusting God for your provision.

· No more tithing as you think that it is only making yourself very poor. Hebrews 7:9-10. When you tithe you already affect your child that is not yet born, and when he is going to be born, the child is already affected by the blessings of your tithes. Levi was not yet born when the tithing system started and it affected him since when he was born, tithes are now taken by the Levites. When did that start? It started with Abraham long before Levi could be born. 

Tithe will help your generation to come.
Tithe will keep you from falling that was revealed to me..

Tithe will remove all the destroyers not to destroy whatever you are gathering.

Tithe will keep the doctors away from you, thus saving your money from paying for your health.
Tithe will unlock God’s favour upon your life. Tithe will not give you money only but it will give you God’s favour. God’s favour is far beyond money. 

God’s favour it is his present help in trouble any trouble you can think of. There are other thinks that you cannot buy with money such as; joy, sleep, sound mind, protection from bad dreams and bad people, peace. These are provided by God’s favour and presence in your life. Matthew 6: 33 say “Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness [right living] and all these things shall be added to you.

· When the right eye is gone, there is no more peace, and joy in your life.

· When the right eye is gone, there is no more willingness to serve God as you use to do in the past.

· When the right eye is gone, there is lot of complain in your life as a Christian.

· When the right eye is gone, there is no more faithfulness in whatever you do, families are broken down, betrayal, and all sorts of deceptions takes place in your life as you seek preachers  who will tell you what you want to hear and not what you are suppose to hear from God.

· Finally I doubt whether you are going to make it to heaven. “Sorry he never made it to here” what a shocking statement.

4. WHAT HELPED THE JABESH PEOPLE WAS THEIR CONSULTATION WITHIN SEVEN DAYS.

Help was ready for them and help is ready for you, if only you consult with the right people. Verse 9 came the answer. By noontime tomorrow help will come your way.

5. CONCLUSION.

Help is waiting for all of us, never give up.

Help is progressive; it comes slow but very sure.

Help is for those who need it and wait for it.

Help is from above, where we have lifted our eyes too.

Help is from God the loving father to all of his love ones.

Yours is just to go forward and never look back as God commanded Lot and his wife and children.
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