THE FAITH OF JONATHAN WAS ASSISTED BY THE FAITH AND SUPPORT OF A YOUNG PERSON.

YOUNG PEOPLE ARE VERY POWERFUL FOR THE WORK OF GOD.

1 SAMUEL 14:1-23
1 SAMUEL 14:1

One day Jonathan said to the young man who carried his armour, “Come on, Let’s go over to where the Philistines have their outpost.” But Jonathan did not tell his father what he was doing.

1. INTRODUCTION.
Everything stands and falls because of the influence of the youth. We have youth in the Bible whom God used mightily and we have youth in the world that the devil used and is still using to destroy each other and to destroy and bring terror to many communities.  Crime is centred on youth and prisons are full of youth rather than elderly people.

South Africa stands in the verge of better democracy because of the youth during 1976. Remember Tsietsi Mashinini and other youth how they turned the history of South Africa. 

Remember the youngest martyr [someone who died on behalf of others for their freedom] willing victim, sufferer]

2. RENOWN YOUTH IN THE BIBLE TIME

1. shadrach Mershack and Abednego

2. Daniel

3. Joseph
4. young David

5. The prodigal son who finally came back home. He came to his senses.
3. YOUNG JONATHAN.

1. Jonathan never told his father because the Father would not have allowed him to risk his life.

2. Jonathan knew that his Father would have stopped him from taking such a risk.

3. No other people knew that Jonathan was gone.

Jonathan risked his life seriously. 4To reach the Philistine outpost, Jonathan had to go down between two rocky cliffs that were called Bozez and Seneh. Your faith must never be disturbed by other people who did that in the Bible time.
4. Jonathan had faith like potato, [big faith] he believed God for victory and nothing else. Jonathan said to his armour bearer. “Perhaps the LORD will help us, for nothing can hinder the LORD. He can win a battle whether he has many warriors or only a few!” Verse 6.
· There is nothing that can hinder God from working his own ways.

· God is sovereign he knows everything and is able to do anything.

5. The support of the young person going with Jonathan strengthened Jonathan to go forward. Verse 7

7“Do what you think is best,” the youth replied. “I’m with you completely, whatever you decide.”
6. Jonathan was greatly encouraged by this young person.
8“All right then,” Jonathan told him. “We will cross over and let them see us. 9 If they say to us, ‘Stay where you are or we’ll kill you,’ and then we will stop and not go up to them. 10But if they say, ‘Come on up and fight,’ then we will go up. That will be the LORD’s sign that he will help us defeat them.”

7. This was faith in confession acting upon what you believe.

8. Verse 12 Jonathan further risked his life and was prepared to let the boy climb up his back.

“Come on, climb right behind me,” Jonathan said to his armour bearer, “for the LORD will help us defeat them!” verse 12.

· Sometimes it will be difficult for other Christian to finish the race, would we be prepared to lay our lives for them? 1 John 3:16

· Sometimes other Christians will disappoint you and run away from the task given, remember John Mark also did that and disappointed Paul. For that reason Paul was crossed and did not want to see Mark in his mission.

· Others that you trusted will backslide and that will surely bring disappointment and discouragement in your life.

Therefore carry them!!! Do not kill them. I saw a sign post where a road was being repaired written in Red” DO NOT KILL US” in other words “We are busy and we might not see you, but what we do it is for your own good, please observe the road signs” when you are requested to stop, just be patient for that 20 minutes.

9. Jonathan’s faith was great as he said “For the Lord will help us to defeat them. Verse 12. This is undoubtedly great faith, as two was against many soldiers of the enemy. 

4. FAITH GOES WITH VICTORY.

· Jonathan believed God so much that God did disappoint Jonathan at all. Remember it was two against many.

· Verse 15 God used fear that caused panic in the camp of the Philistines to defeat them.

· God further used an earth Quake struck in the camp of the Philistines, thus God is able to use anything to accomplish his work and defend his children if only we believe.

· There was more terror as everybody was terrified. Verse 15.

6. CONCLUSION.

When Saul saw a strange sign in the camp of the Philistines he started to ask whether everyone was in the camp. It was discovered that Jonathan and the young man were missing and God gave victory to the Hebrews through these two young people.
a) Can we as a church have a project that will be spearheaded by the young people successfully?

b) Can we have more youth saved through the involvement of you young people added to this church?

c) Can we point out something of value started by faith rising from the youth?

d) Can this community witness something great done by the youth of this church such as an empowerment centre, educational assistant, home base care, a cleaning campaign for the elderly people [pensioners]  a youth Christian club that will eventually win many souls .etc.
e) God is on our side who are those who are willing and ready to risk their lives for Christ because all what we see today and follow, it was started from nothing and started by people and mostly youth.

Take this challenge please since God is on our side.

52The Israelites fought constantly with the Philistines throughout Saul’s lifetime. So whenever Saul saw a young man who was brave and strong, he drafted him into his army.[image: image1.png]
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