TRAPPED IN THE VALLEY OF DECISION.

JOEL 3:14-18
By Pastor John Sigudla
14Thousands upon thousands are waiting in the valley of decision. It is there that the day of the LORD will soon arrive. 15The sun and moon will grow dark and the stars will no longer shine. 16The LORD’s voice will roar from Zion and thunder from Jerusalem, and the earth and heavens will begin to shake. But to his people of Israel, the LORD will be a welcoming refuge and a strong fortress. 17“Then you will know that I, the LORD your God, live in Zion, my holy mountain. Jerusalem will be holy forever and foreign armies will never conquer her again. 18In that day the mountains will drip with sweet wine and the hills will flow with milk. Water will fill the dry streambeds of Judah, and a fountain will burst forth from the LORD’s Temple, watering the arid valley of acacias.

1.INTRODUCTION.

Truly enough the victory is on our side if we can only make right decisions in our lives. Life is the set of decisions made consciously and unconsciously by us.
2. WHY THIS TEXT WHY ARE WE HERE TODAY?
There are three words that the Lord has laid in my heart for tonight. 

· The first word is trapped [waiting]

· The second word is in the valley

· The third word is decision.

2.1. TRAPPED

 The Word trapped means one cannot go further. One need help to move further. One needs someone to guide to move further. 

Yesterday’s daily sun alluded to the fact that a woman is trapped in her bed because of the strange illness she is experiencing. Nothing is forth-coming for her and her pension since the authorities want her in person at the offices. She is indeed in great trouble helpless, and without any direction. That is to be trapped.

When an animal is trapped it cannot go anywhere, it has to wait for the person who trapped it. It has to wait for its fate, whether the trapper is merciful or merciless. The most dangerous situation that I do not want us to find ourselves in is the valley of decision making and failing to make the right decision.

The bible says thousand upon thousand of the people were and are still trapped in the valley of decision. 

2.2. VALLEY

It is a place that might be surrounded by mountains and had a river underneath running or being dry. 

To be in the valley means to be down in everything, spiritually, emotionally, mentally as you cannot think straight. You might be down also socially since many that you so much trusted have abundant you. Remember the Israelites when they left Egypt, there was excitement that they were now free, until they found themselves trapped between two mountains, the sea in front of them and the Egyptians coming at the rear [back] waving swords and spears and shouting for joy that they have finally made it to destroy the people of God.  The leader Moses cried to God, there is always a place to cry too. We must know the place where to cry too always. Moses removed his eyes from looking at human help and he went to a divine help in the valley.

· We too in the year 2011 we have a place and a person to cry too.

· The valley of discouragement must never destroy you since God is in full control of our lives.

· The valley of rejection by the people of this world, your neighbours, your own brothers and sisters in the flesh, your own co-workers as you have started working this year, rejection by your own boss, all these are valleys that are there to destroy you , spiritually, emotionally and other-wise. 

· These valleys are serious just like Joseph as he was thrown in the pit [ Pastors –In –Training] Church –In –Training] The good news is that God knows about our valleys, I too as a pastor I sometime wish that I would have being died rather than doing the work of the Lord. Remember Elijah cried that God could have killed him. Remember that Job too, cried for death and many servants o f God in the Bible who shared the same sentiments of dying and move away from these valleys.

· Valleys make us to reject people too, thinking that they are our enemies. The enemy makes us to think that other people are enemies to us. We have only one enemy and that enemy is duplicating itself to many enemies. It makes us to think that the unsaved and the saved brothers and sisters are our enemies. This is the work of the valley.
2.3. DECISION.

This valley has a name it is the valley of decision making. Just go with me, do not be lost.

· Life is as a result of how we make our decisions.
· On the daily basis we are involved in decision making. 

· These decisions are done in our homes, individually, co-operatively with those that we work with. 

· We are what we have decided to be and no one must be blamed. 

· Your life on the daily basis is decided upon by yourself, by your friends good and evil, by your parents with loving kindness, by your boss with evil intentions, promising you a better position while abusing you, by evil spirits that are whispering in your ears minute by minutes.

· You are the consequences of your own decisions, hence the Bible says, “Have a renewed mind “so that we can think right and make right decision.

· Jails are full of people who are now regretting today, because of the decision they made to continue with evil.

· Grave yards are being filled with people who some of them made wrong decisions that was priced death.

· Decision making is the hardest work to do, as of now as we as a church are looking for a pastor, the question is Who is that pastor? We are yet to make that decision prayerfully as we seek the guidance of God the Holy Spirit. Thus we too as a church as of now, we are trapped in the valley of decision and hence I believe this message.

· We simply decide our future and also we decide our own downfall, which car I want to buy, which house I want to built, which church do I want  to belong too, which food do I want to eat, fish or beef or chicken etc.

We are all in this valley of decision and the issue is How I am going to come out with in this valley, whom do I trust to help me with the right decision.

3.  THE ANSWER IS FROM OUR GOD.

16The LORD’s voice will roar from Zion and thunder from Jerusalem, and the earth and heavens will begin to shake. But to his people of Israel, the LORD will be a welcoming refuge and a strong fortress. 17“Then you will know that I, the LORD your God, live in Zion, my holy mountain. Jerusalem will be holy forever and foreign armies will never conquer her again. 18In that day the mountains will drip with sweet wine and the hills will flow with milk. Water will fill the dry streambeds of Judah, and a fountain will burst forth from the LORD’s Temple, watering the arid valley of acacias.

3.1. THE LORD’S VOICE MUST BE HEARD. Verse 16.

The Word of God makes as wise in order to make wise decisions. Therefore make it your decision this year to study God’s word everyday starting from Genesis chapter one, then Matthew chapter one and Psalms chapter 1 end with Proverbs chapter one. The next day you go the next chapter of all these books and by the end of the year, you would have completed the entire Bible. That is how I do it.

3.2. God will be a welcoming refuge and a strong fortress.

We need this God of ours to trust as he is so welcoming; he welcomed us while we were yet sinners. He does not only welcome us but he becomes a sure foundation, strong fortress means no one can penetrate the wall that God has made around us.

3.3. . The mountains will drip with sweet wine. Wine stand for joy in our lives. Do not forget that mountains stand for problems. These problems will melt in front of us and we shall never be moved.

3.4. Hills will flow with milk. Milk stand for good life will flow within us.
3..5. Water will fill the dry streambeds of Judah. Water stands for the Holy Spirit. That dryness in our spiritual lives will be revived heavily.
3.6. Fountain will burst open from the Lord’s Temple. The house of the Lord will be filled with joy everlasting. People will be drawn to this church since they will be joy over-flowing from each and every Christian. Out of your belly shall rivers of the living water flow and Jesus was talking about the Spirit-filled Christian life.

4.  CONCLUSION.

In our decision making we are not alone. Fear not about what you are going to be deciding in this year. The Lord will guide you to all the good decisions that will bring joy for this church and joy for yourselves. God is in the business of promotion and not in the business of demotions. Thus stay and trust this great God and you will never regret even in a single moment.
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