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Pampierstad Interdenominational Christian Forum

P.O. BOX 838 HARTSWATER. TEL. 0534741654 MOBILE 082-5575271. EMAIL:paminterchristianforum@gmail.com
PAMPIERSTAD INTERDENOMINATIONAL
CHRISTIAN FORUM CONSTITUTION
1. NAME: INTERDENOMINATION CHRISTIAN FORUM
The name of the body shall be the PAMPIERSTAD INTERDENOMINATIONAL CHRISTIAN FORUM (Hereinafter referred to as “CHRISTIAN FORUM”.
2. STATEMENT OF FAITH

2.1 We believe in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments in their original writings as fully inspired of God and accept them as the supreme and final authority for faith and life.

2.2 We believe in one God, eternally existing in three Persons – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

2.3 We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, and is true God and true man.

2.4 We believe that God created man in His own image; that man sinned and thereby incurred the penalty of death, physical and spiritual; that all human beings inherit a sinful nature which issues (in the case of those who reach moral responsibility) in actual transgression involving personal guilt.

2.5 We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins, a substitutionary sacrifice, according to the Scriptures, and that all who believe in Him are justified on the ground of His shed blood.

2.6 We believe in the bodily resurrection of the Lord Jesus, His ascension into heaven, and His present life as our High Priest and Advocate.

2.7 We believe in the personal return of the Lord Jesus Christ.

2.8 We believe that all who receive the Lord Jesus Christ by faith are born again of the Holy Spirit and thereby become children of God.

2.9 We believe in the resurrection both of the just and the unjust, the eternal blessedness of the redeemed and the eternal banishment of those who have rejected the offer of salvation.

2.10 We believe that the one true church is the whole company of those who have been redeemed by Jesus Christ and regenerated by the Holy Spirit; that the local church on earth should take its character from this conception of the church spiritual and, therefore, that the new birth and personal confession of Christ is a prerequisite for church membership.

2.11 We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Supreme and only Spiritual Head of the Church universal; that He appointed two ordinances – baptism and the Lord’s supper – to be observed as acts of obedience and as perpetual witnesses to the cardinal facts of the Christian Faith; that baptism is the immersion of the believer in water as a confession of identification with Christ in burial and resurrection, and that the Lord’s Supper is the partaking of bread and wine as symbolical of the Saviour’s broken body and shed blood, in remembrance of His sacrificial death until He comes.

2.12 We believe that all Christians are called to a life of holiness, devotion to the Lord and service for Him. It is the duty and privilege of every believer to witness for Christ and seeks to bring others to Him.

2.13 We believe in the deity, personality, ministry and abiding presence of the Holy Spirit in the believer.

3. DEFINITIONS

Unless otherwise stated, the following words shall bear the meaning assigned to them in the constitution.

3.1 Church

Shall mean a group of believers voluntarily associated together and constituted as a Christian church, accepting the Supreme Authority of the Holy Scriptures in all matters of faith and practice, under the Lordship of Christ, whether meeting in one place or more in the same area, having a common membership roll and duly elected church officials.

3.2 Forum
Forum shall mean the gathering of Christian churches of Pampierstad formed by Christian denominations in the Northern Cape.
3.3 Church Delegate

Shall be a member duly appointed and mandated at a properly constituted church meeting to represent this church in the forum, thus the Pastor and two members of the local church shall be delegates in a meeting to which the church wishes to be represented.

3.4 Region.

Shall be the structure of the churches interdenominational situated in their provincial set-up of the Northern Cape of South Africa functioning in harmony with this constitution

3.5 Church Executive Committee

Shall mean the properly elected members of the church in a duly constituted meeting of the church

3.6 Office Bearers
Shall mean the elected members of the forum as per paragraph3.5 above to certain positions including but not limited to a Pastor, chairperson or secretary, treasurer and any deputies to the said position

3.7 Conference
Shall mean a gathering of member churches in the relevant region as designated by the constitution of the interdenominational churches of Pampierstad, for the purpose of fellowshipping and nurturing the body of Christ.
3.8 Local Assembly

Shall mean the local gathering of member churches of the interdenominational churches in Pampierstad
3.9 Pastor

Shall mean a duly recognized minister by the Christian Forum of Pampierstad recognized and ordained by his local. 
Status of the pastor of the Forum of Pampierstad interdenominational Christian forum...

a) The pastor shall be an overall leader of the church who enjoys ex-officio status in all committees, departments and ministries of the church

b) The Pastor shall be the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the church responsible for the overall leadership and administration of the church and shall further enjoy the ex-officio status in all departments and committees of the church

4. LEGAL STATUS OF THE FORUM
The forum shall continue to be a distinct and separate legal entity and body corporate having:
a) Power to acquire, to hold and to alienate property 

b) Capacity to acquire rights and obligations 

c) Perpetual succession

d) The right to sue and be sued in its own name

5. NATURE OF BUSINESS

a) The Forum is not formed and does not exist for the purpose of carrying on any business that has for its objectives the acquisition of gain for the Region, its pastors or any of its members.

b) The income and assets of the forum shall be applied solely for investment and for the promotion of the objectives for which it is established which is the unity of the body of Christ in this area.
c) No part of the income or assets of the Forum Churches shall be paid directly or indirectly, by way of dividend, donation or otherwise, to any person; provided that the Forum of Pampierstad shall be entitled to pay fees or honoraria to any service provider for services rendered to the churches.

d) To foster unity amongst the churches and healthy relationship between these churches and its members.

6. POWERS OF THE CHRISTIAN FORUM OF PAMPIERSTAD.
Subject to the provisions of Clause 4, above, the Forum shall have the following powers 

a) To open bank and building society accounts in its own name and to draw, accept cheques and other negotiable instruments connected with the business and affairs of the Christian Forum.
b) To raise money for the sole purpose of spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ in our immediate communities.
c) To call relevant pastors to come and nurture the members of the Christian forum to be effective in their work as they serve Christ.
d) To dismiss a pastor for a just cause that if the dismissal is in pursuit of a charge of misconduct or poor performance, the rules substantive and procedural fairness shall be observed. 
e) To admit individual churches as members, provided they satisfy requirements stated in section 9

7.
MEMBERSHIP OF THE CHRISTIAN FORUM.
All Christian churches interdenominational shall apply to be members of this body in writing, and the application shall be perused by the Executive Committee of the forum for acceptance after an interview with the said church that applied.
Criteria for acceptance is based on the following criteria:
a) An understanding that the church of Christ is a united body of Christ operating in Pampierstad geographically and universally invisible.
b) The understanding that the forum exist for the unity of this body in our diversity background. [thus unity in our diversities]

c) The understanding that we need to keep the harmony of the church of Christ in Pampierstad by respecting the different church policies and constitutional rights of each and every independent Christian church.

d) The understanding that these churches will share common ideas that will build the kingdom of Christ through conferences and seminars.

e) The unity of these churches will freely allow exchanges of ministerial opportunities according to the gifting of these men and women of God across these forum churches.

f) The forum churches will act as watch men of this community as they pray for the peace of the nation and watch over the city for any intruder in the form of false doctrine that might paralyze minds and spirituality of our people in the community.

8.
OBJECTIVES

a) To proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ with the intention of making disciples

b) To encourage those who accepted Jesus Christ as personal Saviour and Lord of their lives to take up membership of the local church.
c) To encourage the unity of the body of Christ.
d) To provide encouragement and fellowship amongst church members

e) To equip, enable and empower members to practice and exercise the ministry of transformation of communities in which they witness.

f) To equip, enable and empower members to share the gospel of Jesus Christ with unbelievers with the intention to win them for Christ.

g) To encourage projects aimed at meeting the physical and socio-economic needs of the members and the community at large.
h) To maintain doctrinal liberty and freedom of conscience.
9.
MEMBERSHIP

9.1 A Church may acquire membership of the forum in the following manner

a) By making an application for membership, such an application for membership shall be considered on condition that such a church has

aa) Testified to the fact that Jesus is the saviour of the world.
ab) Accepting the roles of operation of this forum as stated in this constitution

ac) Successfully being interviewed by the Executive Committee of this Forum.
ad) Accept the statement of faith as embodied in paragraph 2 above

.

b) By making an application to this forum provided such a church certify requirements of paragraph 9.1 above.

9.2 Loss of the forum Membership

Membership of to this forum by local churches shall happen as follows:
a) When the local forum church has raised some serious spiritual concerns of apostasy by the forum and not given a fair hearing.
b) Where the local church of the forum no longer exist in Pampierstad.
c) Where a church voluntarily resigns due to their local church policies and church politics.
d) When the forum depict a heresy perpetrated by a forum church to other churches, the forum executive after intervening and failure to reach an amicably solution, the church will be dismissed. 

10.
GOVERNANCE OF THE FORUM CHURCHES.
10.1 The Church
10.1.1. The local church shall be the highest decision making body of this forum.
10.1.2. If the church decides to leave the forum, their voices will be final.
10.1.3. The church leaving the forum should be done in a healthy and in the Spirit of Christ our Lord who initiate the unity of the church.
10.2
The local Church Leadership

10.2.1 The Church Leadership shall consist of the pastor, chairperson, vice chairperson, secretary, vice secretary, treasurer, pastor’s spouse and elected committee members, and how they are elected is solely in the operation of our different local forum churches.
10.2.2 The church leadership shall have delegated authority to act on behalf of the church in the forum gatherings.
11.
ELECTIONS
11.1 Forum committee elections.
11.1.1 Members from local Pampierstad forum churches will send their nominees for members of the executive.
11.1.2 By all means all churches of the forum shall be represented in this forum committee.
11.1.3 The elected forum committee will appoint members elected to be a committee to positions.

11.1.4 The committee of the forum duration shall be three years.

11.1.5 Any member of the forum committee who will be absent from committee meetings for three consecutive meetings shall automatically be replaced through co-option through someone in his/her position.

11.1.6 Due to unforeseeable commitment of the member of the forum executive committee member, such a member has the right to render his resignation to the forum committee stating reasons for his/her resignation.
12.
MEETINGS
12.1 The forum Executive meetings
12.1.1 The executive forum committee shall meet as often as possible to execute the duties of the forum churches. 

12.1.2 The chair and the secretary shall be responsible to call these meetings with agenda send out in advance to the members of the executive committee.

12.1.3 Unless otherwise agreed by the committee chairperson and his deputy of the forum committee shall chair business meetings

12.1.4 Fifty percent plus one (50 % +!) of the executive committee members shall constitute a quorum

13.
FINANCES
a) The forum treasurer shall be entrusted with the administration of the finances of the forum including but not restricted to banking, budgeting and general accounting.
b) The financial year of the forum shall be the end of December.
c) Unless otherwise agreed by the forum committee, only the chairperson, the secretary and the treasurer shall be the sole signatories in the bank account of the forum. Any two of the three are vested with the power to withdraw money for the forum activities.
d) The treasurer shall compile or cause to be compiled and table financial statements to the forum at least once every quarter

e) The treasurer shall produce and table audited financial statements at every Annual General Meeting.
14.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The forum shall have an Annual General Meeting every year where the following transactions but not limited to these shall be conducted;

a) Approval of budgets

b) Approval of financial statements

c) Elections, where applicable

d) Consider reports of

i)
Ministries where applicable

ii) Departments

iii) Events for the year
iv) Amendments to constitution
15.
PAMPIERSTAD INTERDENOMINATION FORUM PROPERTY

All property of the churches whether movable or immovable shall be held in trust by the each and every independent denomination.  All copies of deed shall be kept in the safe of each and every independent church of the forum. Should a church decide to leave the forum the property shall remain with the independent forum church.
16.
AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION

No amendments to this constitution shall be valid unless occasioned by means of a resolution passed by at least two-thirds majority of members entitled to vote, provided that notice of intention to effect an amendment to the constitution is filed with the chairperson/secretary who shall circulate the same to the membership, at least a month before the Annual General Meeting of the forum.

17.
DISSOLUTION

The forum shall dissolve by special resolution passed by at least 70 % of members entitled to vote provided that notice of an intention to dissolve the forum shall have been given at least three (3) months prior to the meeting at which such resolution is passed.
Signed at Pampierstad
on the 16th Nov 2008
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SIGUDLA VUSIMUSI JOHNUNITY 
CHAIRPERSON
----------------------------

REV GORDON LETEBELE

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON

----------------------------

REV ANNAH LETEBEJANE

GENERAL SECRETARY

----------------------------

BEAUTY BOITUMELO ALEC

TREASURER
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